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UCU has several hundred local health and safety representatives. They can make a real difference to the working environment in colleges and universities. They help prevent workplace hazards, injuries and accidents by ensuring good safety processes are in place. The law requires employers to consult safety reps on any health and safety issue – from risk assessments to the introduction of open plan offices and 'hot desking', from excessive workloads to the prevention of bullying, from fire safety to the use and storage of chemicals.

Many of the issues UCU members have greatest concerns about are health and safety issues and safety reps have statutory powers to investigate, inspect, represent and be consulted, a much stronger position than other types of local representatives enjoy. 

Other important functions are to sit on a workplace health and safety committee and to contact the Health and Safety Executive directly and receive information and advice from an Inspector. There is a general and absolute duty on the employer that:

'An employer shall permit a safety representative to take such time off with pay during the employee’s working hours as shall be necessary for the purposes of

a) performing their functions under the Safety Representatives and Safety Committees Regulations and under the Health & Safety at Work Act, and

b) undergoing training related to these functions that is reasonable in the circumstances.'

Note that the provisions for time off are not qualified by the word 'reasonable' – so, unlike a branch/LA officer or departmental rep, who are entitled to 'reasonable time off', safety reps are entitled to whatever time is necessary for them to do the job effectively. 

UCU provides training for health and safety representatives and support through:

· a national health and safety advice line and the UCU regional office

· networks of health and safety reps

· an excellent web site and a monthly newsletter.
Why not give it a try? More detailed factsheets on what safety reps do can be found at www.ucu.org.uk/hsfacts.   

It can be fantastically rewarding! Why not talk to your local UCU branch or association about what it would mean and how to become one?
Member factsheet








[image: image2.jpg]


2

