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Defend Public Education conference: 

briefing paper for discussion groups

Objective

One of the main purposes of the conference is to explore the possibility of creating a broad alliance around the defence of public education.  The notes of the discussion groups will be posted on the UCU website.  A draft manifesto for the defence of public education and an alternative to the current government policies will be drafted by UCU and circulated for comment to all those attending the conference.  A final version will then be produced for discussion and agreement by the widest possible range of organisations with a commitment to public education.

Task

Discussion groups are asked to address themselves to the following questions:

What should be the key elements of the concept of a public education service? For example:

· access, fairness, social justice

· quality

· professional autonomy of teachers

What are the common themes of the current attack on public education across the sectors (school, further, higher, lifelong learning)? For example:
· cuts

· marketisation/privatisation

· fees

· curriculum control and de-professionalisation of teachers
How do we articulate our alternative? How do we, for example:

· define a set of principles that will attract public support

· promote the intrinsic value of education

· understand the true relationship between education and the economy

· revive and re-present the idea of comprehensive education

· form a broad and effective alliance for public education

Panel discussion

It would be helpful, if time allows, for each discussion group to come up with one or two questions to put to the panel for the next session of the conference.
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