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JOINT TRADE UNIONS ENGLAND FE PAY & CONDITIONS CLAIM 2012/13
The Joint FE Trade Unions 2012/13 Pay and Conditions Claim has been submitted to the Association of Colleges. The claim calls for:

· a 5% increase in pay and allowances with a minimum £750 underpinning

· action to stop the use of zero hours contracts

· implementation of the excessive working hours agreement in all colleges

· negotiations for a national agreement on lesson observations 
Negotiations on this year’s claim open at the National Joint Forum meeting on 17 May 2012. 
Full details of the claim are available at http://www.ucu.org.uk/fepayengland
For the attention of UCU ACE/ACL branches

COMMUNITY LEARNING TRUST PILOTS
The government has just produced the prospectus for the ‘Community Trust’ pilots to start in September. These were one of the main recommendations of the recent (summer 2011) government consultation on informal adult and community learning. The recommendation from the consultation was that the government should explore the possibilities and ways that a local committee representing all the ACL stakeholders – providers and community organisations – could be part of planning and funding the local ACL offer. In UCU’s response to the consultation, we supported such a body and recommended that it should be local authorities who set them up. More information and copies of the prospectus can be downloaded at found http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/further-education-skills/learners/informal-adult-learning/community-learning-trust-pilots . 
ACL/ACE branches should approach their managements to see if they are going to put a bid in to become one of the pilots. If they are please let your regional office and Dan Taubman dtaubman@ucu.org.uk know. 
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