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There was support among applicants for the UCU’s 5 tests, with a majority agreeing they were all important to have 
in place. The tests judged to be most important were a sustained reduction in cases and plans to protect the 
vulnerable – half of the sample said these were very important. Testing and tracing systems were the least likely to 
be seen as important, although 7/10 still said this was important overall.
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Comprehensive testing and contact tracing systems in place
(providing for regular testing of staff and students at

university premises, with isolation and contact tracing for all
suspected cases)

Coherent planning for social distancing in place (including
physical distancing for travel to/from campuses, social

distancing on campus, and continuation of safe
working/studying from home)

University-wide strategies for safe returns and continuing
health, safety and wellbeing (e.g. availability of PPE such as

face masks, cleaning of facilities etc)

Plans in place to ensure protection for the vulnerable
(including staff/students who are vulnerable/live with those

who are vulnerable to Covid-19)

A sustained reduction in numbers of Covid-19 cases and
infection rates (i.e. new cases are low and falling)

Importance of UCU’s 5 tests (total sample)

Don't know Not at all important Not very important Neither/nor Quite important Very important
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Q7. How important are each of the following to have in place before moving more staff and students back onto university campuses? Base (all): 462

Net 
important


