WILLIAM CUFFAY
(1788-1870)
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Son of a former enslaved African, William Cuffay was a leading
figure in the Chartist movement. He FOUGHT FOR WIDER
SUFFRAGE (VOTING) FOR ALL. His actions HELPED LAUNCH THE
MODERN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, where he FOUGHT AGAINST
OPPRESSION AND RACISM.

Part of the

International day of

There is no country in the world where
disabled people’s rights are not violated
(Disability Awareness and Action).
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1809
Birth of louis
Braille

In 1824, he develops
a tactile system using
just 6 raised dots to
represent the standard
alphabet, enabling blind
and partially sighted
people to read and write
independently. His best
friend Gabriel Gauthier
becomes the first person
ever to read Braille.

Some parts of the world have still to respond to the basic needs
of disabled people whether that be by making transport and
buildings more accessible or providing information in Braille or
easy read. It is still shocking that such fundamental needs can
be denied and how easily excluded disabled people can be from
activities non disabled people take for granted.

1885

First school of its’ kind

Laurent Clerc, a deaf teacher born in LaBalme, France in
1785 and Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, found America’s first
school for deaf children at Hartford.

Binet “Intelligence” tests
Alfred Binet develops a system for
testing intelligence and begins the
trend for discriminating between
schoolchildren on the basis of their
supposed ‘mental age’.

one step backwards…

legalised
discrimination

The eugenics movement gains
momentum. Between 1907 and
1943, 30 states pass sterilisation
laws aimed at “social misfits: the
mentally retarded, criminals and
the insane…”.

1800s

Disabled adults are twice as likely to live in low-income
households as non disabled adults and the gap is bigger than
a decade ago (The Poverty Group).

A harsh Act
The employment rate among disabled adults remains far
below that of non-disabled people, with around 50% of
disabled people not in work, compared to around 20% of
non-disabled people (The Poverty Group).
A quarter of those disabled people who require adapted
housing in England are currently living in accommodation that
is unsuitable for their needs (Leonard Cheshire Foundation).
Disabled people still face substantial disadvantage in
the education system – 25% of disabled people have no
qualifications compared to 11% among the population
as a whole (Alliance for Inclusive Education).
1 in 100 disabled people, compared to 1 in 50 non disabled
people, participate in a public life (i.e. being a local councillor,
school governor or magistrate) (Office for Disability Issues).
Disabled people in work on average earn almost £1 an hour less
than non-disabled people in work, and nearly half of disabled
employees are dissatisfied with their pay (Office for Disability Issues).

Influential writers
& thinkers

The County Asylum Act
becomes law. Counties
in England and Wales
are permitted to build
institutions to confine
“criminal and pauper
lunatics”.

The Poor Law
Amendment Act
comes into force. It
establishes a Poor
Law Commission
which abolishes
“outdoor relief” and
instead embarks
on a strategy of
building centrally
administered
union workhouses,
overseen by local
Boards of Guardians.

Under the Act, 50,000 children and
500,000 adults are incarcerated in long
stay institutions during the first half of the
20th century.

1899
New Association

The British Deaf Association is formed by Francis
Maginn to protect sign language and promote better
education for deaf people.

1890

1834

1808

1842

Segregation

The Education
Act provides for
‘handicapped’
children to be
educated but only
in special schools or
classes.

1921

1859

The Central Council for
the Disabled is founded

1919

Members of the
National league
of the Blind march
to london to
protest about
unemployment

40 Years in the Struggle for
Disability Equality

1986
Southern African
Federation of Disabled
People (SAFoD) formed
in Durban

1920

1981

“CRIPPlES CAN
Do VITAl WAR
WoRK”

Labour shortages during
WW2 lead to over
300,000 disabled people
being recruited into the
workforce.

1944

1983

The Disabled Persons Act

deals with issues of access and
adaptation to buildings to cater for
workers with mobility impairments.

The Mental Health Act

1983 - The Act makes ‘provision
for the compulsory detention and
treatment in hospital of those with
mental disorder…’

1960

Paul Hunt and
Peter Wade publish
‘Stigma’, describing
many of the ways
in which society
oppresses disabled
people.

1966
letter launches a
movement

Paul Hunt writes to The
Guardian newspaper calling
for equality for disabled
people and asking others
to join with him. His letter
inspires the start of a
united struggle against
discrimination.

1972

Down with
dependency!

The Union of Physically
Impaired Against
Segregation (UPIAS) is
formed. It argues that a
world constructed only for
non-disabled people will
inevitably exclude disabled
people and forced them to
be dependent.

1975
Power to
disabled people

The British Council of
Organisations of Disabled
People (BCODP) is founded as an
umbrella group of organisations
run and controlled by disabled
people.

Inclusive subtitles

Members of the Deaf Broadcasting
Campaign lobby television studios across
the UK to demand signed and subtitled
news programmes.

Trade unions lead the way

NALGO holds a national conference of its
disabled members – the first event of its
kind in the UK.

1981

Colin Barnes publishes
‘Disabled People in Britain
and Discrimination’

1992

1990

1993

The NHS & Community
Care Act 1990 - Local authority

The Education Act 1993 - The
Act places a qualified duty on local
authorities to make provision for
children with special educational
needs in mainstream schools.

social services departments
given overall responsibility for
community care for disabled
people. Where possible, services
should be provided in the home or
local community.

Attack on disabled
people resisted

The Benefit Integrity Project is set up
to examine the level of “fraudulent”
claims for Disability Living Allowance.
There are large protests by disabled
people and red paint is thrown outside
parliament and 10 Downing Street.

1996

The Carers (Recognition and
Services) Act 1995 - This Act places

The Community Care (Direct
Payments) Act 1996 - The Act gives

a duty on local councils to carry out
assessments of need for carers.

The Equality Act

First TuC Disability
Conference

2010

The Equality and
Human Rights
Commission replaces
the Disability Rights
Commission

2007

1999

thE caribS
Thought to have come from South America
some 2,000 years prior to Columbus. They
called themselves the Kalina. They lived on
the Windward islands, Guadeloupe, and
some smaller islands.

1492-1501 columbuS landS
Christopher Columbus, a profiteer/explorer,
sights, lands on, or tries to establish a Spanish
colony on most of the Islands in the West Indies.

map of thE caribbEan 1400’S

BSl is recognised as an official British
language but not given legal protection

2003

2000

Local Authority Social Services/Social Work
Departments the power to make direct
cash payments to disabled people, instead
of the community care services they have
assessed those individuals as needing.

The Carers and Disabled

2002

Children Act 2000 - Local authorities
are able to provide direct payments to
young disabled people aged 16 or 17 and
to the parents of disabled children.

The Disability Discrimination Act

is amended to more fully cover education.

2006

2010

The Disability Discrimination

The Single Equality Bill?

Act is amended to include the Disability
Equality Duty. This Duty requires public
bodies “to promote disability equality
when exercising their functions”. It includes
the meaningful involvement of disabled
people in public bodies’ strategic planning
processes.

discriminate against people in respect of
their disabilities in relation to employment,
the provision of goods and services,
education and transport.”

Rachel MacMillan 1859 - 1917
Margaret MacMillan 1860 - 1931
Social Campaigners
Sisters, Rachel (pictured) and Margaret McMillan, were
founder members of the Independent Labour Party and
pioneers of child welfare. They were instrumental in
persuading Parliament to introduce the 1906 Provision
of School Meals Act, arguing that “if the state insists on
compulsory education it must take responsibility for the
proper nourishment of school children…..”.

Eleanor Marx 1855 - 1898
Author and Literary Translator

Helen Keller 1880 - 1968

Eleanor Marx (pictured) was a founder of the Socialist
League and regularly wrote for the monthly newspaper,
Commonweal, on women’s issues.

Radical author and political activist, Helen Keller, was the
first deafblind person to gain a Bachelor of Arts degree.
She was a pacifist and campaigner for women’s suffrage,
trade unionism and the rights of blind people.

She became an activist in the Women’s Trade Union
League and supported the Match Girls strike of 1888 and
the London Dock Strike in 1889. She helped organise
the Gas Workers Union and wrote and translated books,
articles and plays.

Political Campaigner

Keller joined the Industrial Workers of the World in 1912
and was also a member of the Socialist Party. She helped
to found the American Civil Liberties Union.

Frida Kahlo 1907 - 1954

Alan Turing 1912 – 1954

Artist

Mathematician

Singer and Songwriter

“I never painted dreams. I painted my own reality.”

Mathematician, Alan Turing, joined the Government Code
and Cypher School, based at Bletchley Park (pictured,
above) in 1938, where he led the team that played a vital
role in deciphering messages encrypted by the German
enigma machine. After World War 2 he became a pioneer
in the field of artificial intelligence.

Ian Dury is best known as the founder, frontman and
lead singer/song writer of the band Ian Dury and the
Blockheads, who were amongst the most important
groups of the New Wave era in the UK.

Internationally acclaimed Hispanic artist, Frida Kahlo
combined elements of indigenous Mexican culture
with surrealism to create a series of stark and dramatic
paintings.
Many of her works are self-portraits (Self-Portrait with
Thorn Necklace and Humming-bird, pictured above) that
symbolically express her own experience of impairment
and sexuality.

Ian Dury 1942 - 2000

Two of his songs were banned by the BBC; The classic “Sex
& Drugs & Rock and Roll“ which marked Dury’s debut for
Stiff Records and the 1981 single “Spasticus Autisticus”,
written to rebut the International Year of the Disabled.
The lyrics were considered to be too uncompromising.

Roy Webb 1949 - 2007
Trade Unionist
Roy Webb’s activism spanned every aspect of the
Disabled Peoples’ Movement. He was a committed trade
unionist, aficionado of London Disability Arts Forum and
member of the Disabled Peoples Direct Action Network.
As Head of Policy at the National Centre for Independent
Living, he co-ordinated the Our Lives Our Choices
campaign in support of Lord Ashley’s Disabled Persons
(Independent Living) Bill.
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Mary Prince was the first
published black woman. Born in
Bermuda, her book The History of
Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave ,
illustrated the full horror of what
it was to be a female enslaved
African in the Caribbean.

Daaga led one of the biggest revolts of enslaved
Africans in Trinidad. In June 1837 he led 280
enslaved Africans in an attempt to challenge
their slave system. His plan was to return to
Guinea in Africa.

trEaty of haVana and trEaty of Spain
A little later under these treaties, Havana goes back to Spain and
Britain gains control of Dominica.

Four years later, Charles I puts the Earl
of Carlisle in charge of Dominica but
the local Caribs revolt.

BRITISH CARIBBEAN
DANISH CARIBBEAN
FRENCH CARIBBEAN

DUTCH CARIBBEAN

4,500,000

Twelve years later, the Black code
(pictured below) is passed in
France governing relations between
enslaved Africans and their owners.

BRAZIL

3,000,000
1,500,000
500,000

Born in Trinidad, Sylvester
Williams help to organise the first
Pan African congress in London
in 1900.The Pan African movment
would have a massive impact on
both the emancipation of Africa
and the West Indies. During
speaking tours of Trinidad he was
one of the first thinkers to show
how the struggle for emancipation
in the United States, Africa, and
West Indies could aid each other.

1901

Marcus Mosiah Garvey
(1887-1940)
Father of West Indian
Nationalism
Marcus Garvey is a hero to many
across the world. Born in Jamaica,
he spent most of his life in America
and the UK. His achievement
was to bring black consciousness
and help foster a sense of self
worth amongst black people with
his international organisation
the United Negro Improvement
association. His influence reaches
from Rastafarianism to Malcolm X
and beyond.

1902

CLR James
(1901-1989)
Literary Giant
Born in Trinidad James was a
committed activist and Marxist.
He worked alongside other giants
like George Padmore and Eric
Williams. He played a central role
in struggles in both the Americas
and in Africa. His masterpiece,
The Black Jacobins , enriched the
Caribbean intellectual tradition
giving it greater self confidence.
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Cespedes, Carlos Manuel de

1834 SlaVEry aboliShEd acroSS thE
britiSh EmpirE
An apprenticeship has to be served by formerly
enslaved Africans. The Plantation owners received
£20m in compensation. The freed received nothing.

Fearless Freedom fighter

a yEar latEr…
Slavery abolished in Cuba.
Spain withdraws from the
Dominican republic.

1838 arriVal of indEnturEd labour
Indians are moved to the British Caribbean as
indentured labourers (they worked for five years
on plantations in exchange for wages and passage
fares). Indentured labourers experienced terrible
conditions as they had little rights.

indEnturEd labour to thE
wEst InDIEs 1838-1917

1787 an intErESting Story

thrEE yEarS latEr…

1911

George Padmore
(1902-1959)
Father of Pan African
Independence

Enslaved Africans begin the only successful slave revolt in the history of the
Caribbean. Enslaved Africans free themselves and break the back of slavery
under outstanding leadership (see Toussaint L’Ouverture below). The first black
republic in the new world is established under the leadership of Dessalines.

Slavery is abolished in Puerto Rico (1873).
Just over a decade later slavery is abolished in
Brazil (1888).

EUROPE
3,000

36,000

bussa (d.1816)

Bussa led the so called Easter
Rebellion that lasted 3 days leading
to the slaughter of 500 to 1,000
enslaved Africans. The uprising led
to the passing of laws that improved
the lives of enslaved Africans.

Led the bloodiest revolt of enslaved
Africans in Grenanda. The rebellion
began in 1795 being influenced by
events in Haiti. Fedon led an army of
7,000 enslaved Africans and nearly
200 whites and freeing people of
colour. The rebellion was crushed
but it cost three million pounds and
demoralised the slavers.

thE spAnIsh CoLony 1498 - 1797
St Joseph
31st July 1498
Columbus sighted and named
Trinidad on his third voyage

1569
1592
1569
1637

LA TRINIDAD

Indigenous peoples
Ignerian Arawaks
IERE - the homeland

16th century
Spanish neglect

1781 Sugar
SupEr
profitS

French transform Tobago
into a sugar colony after
seizing it.

17th/18th century
Spanish misgovernment

1797 britain
takES oVEr

Ponce de Leon
Antonio de Berrio
Raleigh captured De Berrio
Dutch burned St Jospeh

1498 trinidad and tobago
arE namEd
Columbus arrives in Trinidad. Names island after 3
peaks he sees on the south Eastern section of the
island. He names Tobago after a form of local tobacco
found there.

SOUTHERN CHINA

500,000

Trinidad becomes a
British colony. Later Spain
formally gives up Trinidad
(see treaty of Amiens
above). France would
later give Tobago to the
British too.

1805 dirEct
action
abolitioniStS

Enslaved Africans in Carenge
plan a well organised revolt
against their masters. The
uprising is brutally put down
but illustrates not only that
enslaved Africans wish to be
free but also they are willing to
fight for it.

1630
dutch
SEizurE

Tobago taken over
by the Dutch.

1814 tobago
bEcomES a
britiSh colony

(see Freedom Fighters, left).
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1959 fidEl caStro takES powEr
in cuba

a yEar latEr a numbEr
of african StatES win
indEpEndEncE
Caribbean soldiers play an important role in
the war. As many as 14,000 soldiers served in
the West Indies Regiment.

1937-38 StrikES and riotS
acroSS thE caribbEan
Harsh living conditions and the beginning
of the rejection of the British Empire leads
to an outbreak of riots in Barbados;
a general strike in Trinidad (see below)
and Jamaica.
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This poster is dedicated to my wonderful
family - Peggy, Aphra, Brontyrre & Lysander

Left to right: Toussaint L’Ouverture, Dessalines and Granville Sharp

1919 champion captain
1838 back to
africa

Mandingoes petition Lord
Baron Glenelg for assistance
in going back to Africa.
Illustrating once again the idea
that enslaved Africans enjoyed
their servile status was untrue.

1845 indEnturEd
labour
brought in
Labourers from India arrive in
Trinidad.

Captain Arthur Cipriani, the champion of the “barefoot
masses,” took over the leadership of the Trinidad
Workingmen’s Association when he returned from World
War 1. He led the struggle for self-government and the
formation of the West Indies federation and was responsible
for the beginning of many social programs such as old-age
pension, a minimum wage and an end to the nominated
system of government.

1937 thE firSt StEp

Tubal Uriah Butler, champion of the working men, led the
striking Oilfield workers strike to obtain better conditions
of the working people. The strike spread throughout the
country and aided the demands of the agricultural workers.
He formed the British Empire Workers and Home Rule Party
and emerged as a major political leader from 1937-1956.

1945 VotES all round

Universal Suffrage established on the island.

1834 SlaVEry

1837 upriSing
lEd by daaga

19

1914-1918 world war onE

References & Acknowledgements

12 years later Jean Baptiste
Philippe publishes The Free
Mulatto , a landmark work.

Slavery abolished (see main
timeline above).
William Hardin Burnley
(1780-1850), the biggest
slave owner in Trinidad,
personally benefits the
most from the spoils of
slavery.
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1,200 soldiers served in the Caribbean
regiment; 5,500 West Indians served in the
RAF as ground crew; and huge quantities
of food were transported to the UK from
the Caribbean to maintain the war effort
against the Nazis.

150,000

1956 thE firSt StEp
1532
SpaniSh
takEoVEr
Trinidad becomes a
Spanish colony.

1942

Walter Rodney
(1942-1980)
Theorist of
Underdevelopment
Born in Grenada, Walter Rodney
(pictured below) was a political
activist who died in Guyana.
His greatest contribution to
the West Indian intellectual
tradition was his book How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa .
This work influenced many of
the struggles in the 1970s and
is considered a masterpiece.

1939-45 world war two

INDIA
WEST AFRICA

36,000

Timeline of Trinidad & Tobago
Other leaders
of revolts
by Enslaved
Africans

1915

Eric Williams
(1911- )
Politician and
Polemicist

George Padmore (pictured below) Eric Williams was the first prime
minister of newly independent
helped form the International
Trinidad (see Trinidad timeline
African Service Bureau in 1937,
below). He led his party
later known as the Pan African
to victory many times. His
Federation. He helped organise
most important intellectual
the successful 5th Pan African
contribution was Capitalism
Federation conference in 1945
that brought together a significant and Slavery. This pathbreaking
book shows the centrality of the
number of future African
Atlantic slave trade in building
leaders. CLR James referred to
the modern world.
him as the father of Pan African
emancipation.

MADEIRA

France relinquishes claims to St Lucia and Grenada
to Britain.

SociEty for thE abolition of thE SlaVE
tradE EStabliShEd in britain

This movement to oppose slavery in the West Indies “invents” the political poster,
the consumer boycott, the petition, the flyer, the political book tour, and investigative
reporting designed to move the reader to act. Leading characters included
Olaudah Equiano, Thomas Clarkson, Granville Sharp, and William Wilberforce.

1791 thE EnSlaVEd africanS bEgin haitian rEVolution…

fedon (d.1796)

Sam Sharpe (d.1832)

Sam Sharpe (pictured on the $50 note, right) led
the slave revolt that helped give slavery in the
British Empire it’s final deathblow. He led a revolt
in December 1831 for which he was executed. This
uprising help accelerate moves towards the abolition
act a few years later (see timeline above).

19
1865 EnSlaVEd
africanS
EmancipatEd in
thE unitEd StatES
The same year there is
an uprising in Jamaica,
Morant Bay Rebellion that
is brutally suppressed.

trEaty of VErSaillES

(1819-1873)
El Padre de la Patria

50

The British slave trade is abolished in Parliament.
However, slave traders find ways to get around the law.

The interesting narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
(pictured, right), or Gustavas Vassa published (see below).

St VincEnt and grEnadinES
bEcomE britiSh poSSESSionS

A Creole landowner who raised the flag of rebellion
against the Spanish in the West Indies starting a
long war. He freed all the enslaved Africans on
his plantation and was committed to abolition
thereafter. He was murdered by the Spanish.

Trinidad poster 594x420 120416.indd 1

1887

Sylvester Williams
(1869-1911)
Pan African Pioneer

In his varied life Philip Douglin
qualified for Holy Orders in the
Anglican Church. Born in Barbados
he went to West Africa as a
missionary. Douglin was one of
the first thinkers to draw attention
to the psychological damage done
to black people by the Atlantic
slave trade. He settled in Trinidad
in 1887 and participated in the
Pan African movement until died
in 1902.

1780 EmpEror Sugar
Sugar and slavery are linked in the Caribbean.
Sugar plantations required coerced labour
but were able to return huge profits. More
slaves were needed to fulfil the rigorous
demands of sugar production. This fuelled the
Atlantic slave trade which helped build the
international trade system with its complex
web of insurance and credit.

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

6,000,000

1562 John hawkinS lEadS firSt
EngliSh SlaVE ExpEdition

Freedom fighter

Nanny was the feared leader of the Maroon
community in Jamaica. She and others managed
to force a British general to sign a peace
treaty in 1739 establishing the autonomy of
the escaped enslaved Africans in the Maroon
community.

of Abertay; Rob Murthwaite, London Metropolitan University; Colin Hambrook, Disability Arts
Online; Peter Millington, Disability West Midlands, for his invaluable Disability History timeline; Alan
Sutherland, Lear Foundation, for the Chronology of Disability Arts; Gloria Foran, Unison; TUC Library;
UCU Disabled Members Standing Committee (2009-10).
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1869

Philip Douglin
(1845-1902)
Intellectual Pioneer

Claudia Jones
1915-1964
Mother of the
Carnival

18

SPANISH AMERICA

1518 SpaniSh and portuguESE
import firSt EnSlaVEd
africanS

nanny (c.1734)
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Gaverne Bennett.

Thomas was born the son of a
free slave. Proficient in a number
of languages he later became a
schoolmaster in spite of the strong
prejudice against dark skinned black
people. JJ Thomas consistently
opposed the idea that people of
African descent were inferior and
wrote a number of pamphlets
attacking the racism of his time.
Unfortunately he died before he could
finish his book on emancipation.

1807 abolition of thE SlaVE tradE act

1672 SlaVEry lEgaliSEd

Revered in Guyana today,
Cuffy led a slave revolt in
Berbice in 1763. He killed himself
when the revolt failed rather than
be caught.

Designer: Sarah Edwards.

1845

JJ Thomas
(c.1850)
Writer on
Emancipation

Claudia Jones (pictured below
right) was born in modern day
Trinidad. Her short life saw her
involved in the civil rights struggle
in the United States alongside
Martin Luther King, establish the
largest carnival in Europe (Notting
Hill, London), and establish the
first black newspaper in the UK,
the West Indian Gazette. She is
buried alongside Karl Marx in
Highgate cemetery.
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Enslaved Africans in Jamaica called Maroons defeat the British Army.
They force the British to sign a peace treaty which stipulates they
would return any enslaved Africans who tried to join them.

Royal African company is granted
a charter to carry slaves to the
Americas. Three years later there is
an uprising of enslaved Africans in
Barbados.

1627 domination, rEVolt,
and rEVolution

Cuffy (d.1763)
Rebellion leader

Special thanks to: Colin Cameron, Queen Margaret University College; Euan Dargie, University

1800’s

Mary Prince
(1788-1813)
Abolitionist & Author

1739 maroon Victory

1655 kill a king thEn
SEizE thE world
The British seize Jamaica from the
Spanish using its highly effective
New Model Army that had recently
defeated and executed the King of
England, Charles I.

Caribbean Freedom fighters

Daaga (pictured left) (d.1837)
Enslaved African uprising leader

After her own escape from slavery she made thirteen
missions to rescue her family and over seventy other
slaves, using the network of antislavery activists and safe
houses known as the Underground Railroad. During the
post-war era she joined the struggle for womens’ suffrage.
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toussaint L’ouverture

(1743-1803) Great Emancipator
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Harriet Tubman (pictured) was the first woman to lead
an armed expedition in the American civil war, when she
guided the raid on the Combahee River and liberated
more than seven hundred slaves.

16

1623 St kittS bEcomES thE
firSt EngliSh colony
The annexing of St Kitts signals the
beginning of British domination of
much of the Caribbean. Many Islands
changed hands in the Caribbean as
European colonisers from France,
England, and Spain and elsewhere
fought for control of the Caribbean.

Toussaint L’Ouverture was the leader of the only successful slave revolt in
the Caribbean. With an army of formerly enslaved Africans he defeated the
greatest armies of the day including the forces of the French, the English, and
the Spanish when they tried to reimpose slavery.

Book, Journals and Articles

Harriet Tubman c.1822 - 1913
Slavery Abolitionist & Spy

00

Hawkins seizes enslaved Africans from
the West Coast of Africa. Later, Britain
would become one of the biggest players
in the Atlantic Slave Trade which led to
the enforced transportation of 13 million
enslaved Africans, the largest enforced
migration in history.

uK Disabled People’s Parliament meets
for the first time

1995

1995

The Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 - The DDA makes it “unlawful to

Probably originated in North Eastern
South America. They had a complex
agricultural system. Divisions based
on village and regions shaped their
civilisation. They lived in Cuba, Jamaica,
the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and Hispaniola.

leading organisations
of Disabled People
draw up the Rights and
Freedom Bill

Disabled Person’s Direct
Action Network launches
its ‘Free our People’
campaign

1997

15

Self determination,
direct action

The Disabled People’s Direct Action
Network (DAN) is formed following a
first action in Christchurch, Dorset.

The Independent living Fund
is established

1988

The Disabled Persons
(Services, Consultation
and Representation) Act

2000

National demonstrations
against the Welfare
Reform Bill

Equality not pity

‘Rights Not Charity’ march
in london

0

guanahatabEy
Little is known about the Guanahatabey
except they were hunter and gatherers.
They didn’t practice warfare living in small
groups. They lived in modern day Cuba.
It is possible they came from Florida.

thE tainoS

The Disability
Rights Commission
is launched

2002

1991

The second “Block Telethon” lobby takes place on 18th
July. Thousands of disabled activists converge on LWT
TV studios to protest against an event that is ‘offensive,
intrusive or patronising”. As the cameras roll, protestors
break into the studio holding up ‘Piss on Pity” placards.

1987

The first Coalition of
Disabled People is
formed in Derbyshire

Disability Rights activists
hold protests about the
new “Right to Education”
Bill which excludes up
to 20 million disabled
children and young
people.

1788

Maria Jones
(c.1777)
Born in West Africa Maria Jones
book Maria Jones: her history in
Africa and in the West Indies may
be one of the first narratives by
African woman. Her work had
an important influence on later
Trinidad intellectual development.

Slavery was abolished in 1834 after which colonialism came into existence. Many freedom fighters
challenged colonialism. They included Philip Douglin, Paul Bogle, Sylvester Williams, Marcus Garvey,
George Padmore, Norman Manley, Grantley Adams, C.L.R. James and Eric Williams. Most countries in
the English-Speaking Caribbean gained their independence by 1965. There is more work to do. In the
words of Nelson Mandela: “I can rest for only a moment, for with freedom come responsibilities and I
dare not linger, for my long walk is not ended.” Dr Selwyn Cudjoe
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Education fight

2000s
The Disability Discrimination Act
becomes law. Disabled activists hold
protests, calling it “fatally flawed” as it
allows “justifiable discrimination” and
does not convey full civil rights.

1995

A new force

Disabled activists, Megan du Boisson and Berit Thornberry
establish The Disablement Income Group in order to campaign
for financial support for disabled people.

Timeline of
Emancipation

2009
The Convention marks a “paradigm shift” in attitudes
towards disabled people, reflecting the movement away
from treating disabled people as “objects” of charity,
medical treatment and social protection towards viewing
them as active members of society, capable of claiming
their rights and making decisions based on free and
informed consent.

New law
provokes protest

BCoDP publishes the case
for fully comprehensive Anti
Discrimination legislation

1965

1986

1986 - The Act gives disabled
people greater control over
services provided to them by local
government bodies.

The struggles of disabled people and the significant
contribution they have made to society have been documented
by the following authors: Stigma: The Experience of Disability,
Editor Paul Hunt (1966); The Politics of Disablement, Mike Oliver
(1990); Disabled people in Britain and Discrimination: A Case for
Anti-Discrimination Legislation (1991); The Creatures Time Forgot,
David Hevey (1992); A Dangerous Woman, Sue Napolitano (1995);
Disability: Emancipation, Community Participation and Disabled
People, Colin Barnes and Geoff Mercer (1995); On Our Own Behalf,
Martin Pagel (1998); Beyond Ramps; Disability at the end of the
Social Contract, Marta). Russell (1998); Incurably Human, Micheline
Mason (2000); Points of Contact: Disability, Art and Culture, Susan
Crutchfield and Marcy Epstein (2000); A Personal Journey Into
Disability Politics, Vic Finkelstein (2001); Pride against Prejudice,
Jenny Morris (2001); Controversial Issues in a Disabling Society, John
Swain, Sally French and Colin Cameron (2003); Strength: Broadsides
from Disability on the Arts, Paddy Masefield (2007).

New rights adopted

1998
The united Nations declares
December 3rd as International
Day of Disabled People

Police open fire on a demonstration by
disabled war veterans. Two protestors
are killed.

1777

The first Africans were taken to Spanish America in 1502. Sugar cultivation and gold mining drove
Europeans to enslave Africans in the Caribbean. Between 1580 and 1802 England established her
presence in the West Indies and settled in St. Kitts, Barbados, Nevis, Montserrat, Antigua, Jamaica,
Grenada, Dominica, St. Vincent, Tobago, Trinidad and Guyana. Between 1638 and 1837 there were
17 slave revolts, the most famous being the Haitian Revolution.

The Convention on
the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities
comes into force on
3rd May 2008

2006
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
is adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, and is opened for signature on
30th March 2007.

Disabled people in Kuala lumpur
demonstrate to demand an
accessible monorail system

Shootings

1990s
Facing down
oppression

Fair pensions

The Physically Handicapped
Association holds a rally in
Trafalgar Square then marches
to Downing Street to present a
petition to the Prime Minister,
calling for “pensions according
to disability”.

1941

New declaration

Representatives of 92 governments and 25
international organisations hold the World
Conference on Special Needs Education, in
Salamanca, Spain. They agree a dynamic new
Statement on the education of all disabled children,
which calls for inclusion to be the norm.

1993

Caribbean Intellectuals

From Emancipation to Independence

Chain of demands

Active subjects not objects

At the World Congress on
Disability in Winnipeg, Canada,
organised by Rehabilitation
International (RI), a proposal for
50% representation of disabled
people on the RI board is turned
down. Disabled people take
the decision to form their own
international organisation.

The Mental
Patients union
is formed

“Justice not Charity”

Three contingents of NLB members converge on
London, calling on the government to introduce a
Blind Persons Act.

1845

UK Legislation - Key Milestones

The Education Act creates
11 categories of impairment.
Thousands of disabled children
are sent to segregated schools,
Junior Training Centres and
institutions.

1936

Charles Darwin’s theories of
evolution and the notion of the
survival of the fittest through
natural selection lead to the
widespread and apparently
scientifically justified view of
disabled people as inferior.

overseers of the poor

The Scottish Poor Law Amendment Act creates a
central board of supervisors which oversees a national
programme of Poorhouse construction.

Affirmative action

The Disabled Persons
(Employment) Act requires
larger employers to recruit 3%
of registered disabled people.

Still segregated

1913

Darwin distorted

Important leader
elected

Disabled Trade Unionist and
son of a former slave, William
Cuffay, is elected to the national
executive of the National Charter
Association and subsequently
becomes the President of the
London Chartists.

UK Milestones

Home Secretary, Winston Churchill brings
in The Mental Deficiency Act. It categorises
people as:
• idiots
• imbeciles
• feeble minded
• moral defectives

Disability Awareness in
Action (DAA) - international
public education
organisation established

Disabled people
organise themselves

1950s
The Mental Deficiency Act

A great step forward

A new trade union, The National League of the
Blind (NLB), is founded and campaigns to introduce
state pensions and equal rights for blind workers.

2000
2008
Disabled people form a human
chain around the National
Museum in Dhaka and demand
full inclusion in society.

organisations of disabled people hold
demonstrations to protest against
benefit cuts

1994

First world conference
Disabled Persons International
(DPI) forms as a consequence
of the 1979 Rehabilitation
Conference in Winnipeg.
DPI holds its first World Congress
in Singapore.

1979

The Freedom Charter of the African
National Congress enshrines the
principle of state support for all
disabled people.

Exposed Nazis retreat

Mad Pride Festival, Clissold Park, London.
‘Out of that Darkness: The Legacy of the Holocaust’
(ICA week). Includes films ‘Children of Gaia’, ‘After the
Truth’, ‘Healing by Killing’, Liebe Perla’, ‘One of Us’, ‘The
Undesirables’ and discussions.

1998 1999
2003
European Year of
Disabled People

2005

Full integration

The United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Disabled Persons
calls for full economic and social
integration of disabled people.

1954
“The People
Shall Govern”

1941

’Lifting the Lid’ First Disability Film Festival,
Lux Cinema, London.

‘Inmates’ by Allan Sutherland and Stuart
Morris (BBC Radio Four). A ninety minute
play set in a long stay institution for
disabled people, starring disabled actors.

2000

The Disability
Discrimination Act becomes
law

1975

Founding of the Norwegian
Federation of organisations
of Disabled People (FFo)

An estimated 70,000 disabled people
are murdered under the T4 Program.
Most of these are large-scale killings
using poison gas - a forerunner of the
killing programme of Jewish people,
known as ‘The Final Solution’.

How the

Caribbean
freed itself

‘Wrong Bodies’ Exhibition and Performances, Institute of
Contemporary Arts (ICA).

‘Sweet, Sour and Serious’ illustrated
anthology by Survivor’s Poetry Scotland.

19951996 1997
Beijing Declaration on the Rights
of People with Disabilities in the
New Century

1992
1950

1940 -1941

Cardinal Galen reveals the facts of the
T4 killing programme in a sermon
delivered at St Lamberti Church in
Munster. Hitler orders the suspension
of the programme as a result of
growing public concern and pressure
from the church and judiciary.

1937
Employees fight
back

1900s
“A statute
of quite
uncommon
Callousness”

The Americans
with Disabilities
Act is passed

Blind employees at workshops
in Pittsburgh hold a sit-down
strike after being denied the
right to unionise.

www.ucu.org.uk

UK Disabled People –
Facts & Figures
at a Glance

1990

The united Nations
proclaims 1981 as
International Year
of The Disabled

West Midlands Disability Arts
Forum established.

DANN (Direct Action Network
Nottingham) Disability Cabaret.

Simon Smith and The
Useless Eaters release
their debut album
“Entitled”.

1981

The Group for
Independence of
Physically Disabled
Persons (GIHP) is formed

Independence Festival ’98, Manchester.

Shropshire Disability Arts Festival.

Festival of Deaf History,
Buxton, Derbyshire.

Launch of
Northern Disability
Arts Forum at
Buddle Arts
Centre, Wallsend,
including Graeae
Theatre Company
with ‘Hound’.

1992 1993 1994

1964

Hidden extermination

Nazi murder

The Third Reich begins to issue
propaganda against disabled
people. The term “useless
eaters” is used to highlight the
‘burden’ they place on society.

‘Taking Liberties’ is set up by disabled
people to ‘fight for the rights of disabled
people to gain greater access to art
activities in and around the Wigan area’.

1991

1942
Killings of disabled people continue in secret.
Death is by lethal injection or starvation. An
estimated 250,000 disabled children and
adults are murdered between 1939 -1945.

Launch party for Stream Records new
releases including Ian Stanton’s ‘Rollin
Thunder’.

New forum

Fighting for rights

The ‘Tragic but Brave Roadshow’ is formed. ‘A travelling Disability Arts cabaret.
Two-three hours of the best of the Disability Arts Movement, including: Johnny
Crescendo, Wanda Barbara, Allan Sutherland, Ian Stanton.’

Program for
extermination starts

The T4 Program begins. Disabled
people are now murdered, rather
than sterilised.

useless propaganda

1932
“The impatient
armies of the poor”

20,000 unemployed disabled
war veterans and their families
march on Washington. Tear gas
and bayonets are used against
peaceful protestors and 100
people killed. The events of
1932 inspire a new militancy
in the USA and the roots of
the disability rights struggle
in America.

1907

Formation of the National Association of the Deaf
by deaf people in the USA, which becomes the
leading association fighting the ‘oralists’.

If you have any comments or suggestions please go to

Stereotypes challenged
‘Cap in Hand?’- Conference on the portrayal of disabled people in charity advertising.

1990

1939

“life unworthy
of life”

“The law for the prevention
of progeny with hereditary
disease” calls for the
sterilisation of all people
deemed as ‘diseased’ by the
Nazis, i.e. people with mental
health problems, learning
difficulties, epilepsy, blindness,
deafness.

Northern Disability
Arts Forum presents
‘The Ghetto’,
International
Disability Arts
Cabaret at the
Edinburgh Festival.

Disability Arts A Decade of Rocking Rebellion

For every child killed in warfare, three
are injured and acquire permanent
impairments (United Nations).

1933

Disabled people
determine own destiny
The Council of People’s
Commissioners establishes
the All-Russian Cooperative of
Disabled People (VIKO). Only
disabled people have voting
rights over the way it is run.

1904
1880
The International Congress of Educators of
the Deaf, meeting in Milan, Italy, calls for the
suppression of all sign languages and the sacking
of every deaf teacher. This triumph of oralism is
seen by deaf advocates as a direct attack upon
their culture.

…one step forward

The campaign for equal rights is not over and we need to be
vigilant in protecting what has been won but let’s today celebrate
the achievements which have been made in politics, legislation,
the arts and celebrate the ever increasing confidence and
visibility of disabled people who are ‘out and proud’ too.

1921

Braille breakthrough

Anna Adler establishes a printing house
for blind people, which prints the first-ever
Russian language Braille book.

During the 1990s a number of organisations began using the Arts to positively
promote visibility and awareness of disabled people in the media, on film and
television and in music.

No country in the world has a fully
accessible transport system (Disabled
People International).

Research indicates that violence against
disabled children occurs at annual rates at
least 1.7 times greater than for their nondisabled peers (United Nations).

30% of young people living rough are
disabled (United Nations International
Children’s Education Fund).

1817

The global literacy rate for disabled adults
is as low as 3% for men and 1% for women,
according to a 1998 study (United Nations
Development Programme).

More than 10 million women every year
experience long-lasting illness or impairment
due to complications during pregnancy or
childbirth (United Nations Population Fund).

25% of the entire global population is either
directly or indirectly affected by disability
and impairment (United Nations and
World Bank).

International Milestones

98% of disabled children in the majority
world do not attend school (United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation).

Disabled people of working age in every
country in the world are 3 times more
likely to be unemployed and live in real
poverty (Disabled People International).

Disabled people make up 10% of the
global population - around 650 million
people (World Health Organisation).
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INTRoDuCTIoN BY SAllY HuNT,
uCu GENERAl SECRETARY
In 1992 the General Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed
3 December as International Day of Disabled Persons. Although
much had been done to raise awareness through the UN it
was not enough and it was decided a world day on disabled
people’s rights would be a powerful focus . The principles of the
day are involve, organise, celebrate and take action and this is
the story we are telling through the wallchart. How disabled
people have through self organisation, their trade unions and
by political action have not only challenged their civil, social and
employment rights but perceptions and attitudes which are so
difficult to change. The wallchart celebrates what movements
and individuals have achieved across the planet as well as
reminding us of appalling treatment including murder that can
happen and still happens.

Disabled people account for 15 – 20% of
the world’s poorest people (World Bank).

A Long Road to Freedom

Disabled
People

1889 trinidad
and tobago
combinEd to
bEcomE onE
big colony

Eric Williams (pictured below) forms the People’s National
Movement. Three years later when Britain granted Trinidad
self government status he would become Prime Minister.

1962 final
StEp

Trinidad and Tobago gain
full independence from
Britain with Williams as
Prime Minster.

Facts & figures about
Trinidad today
POPULATION:

1.4 million

CAPITAL:

port of Spain

MAJOR LANGUAGE: EngliSh
PRIME MINISTER: dr kEith rowlEy
FIRST FEMALE PRIME
MINIsTEr 2010-15: KAMLA pERsADbiSSESSar

Dr Keith Rowley
Trinidad & Tobago
Prime Minister
2015 Dr Keith Rowley was
elected Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago in
September 2015.
Born in Mason Hall, Dr
Rowley attended Bishops
High School, Tobago
where he won the Sylvan
Bowles Scholarship.
Thereafter he attended
the University of the West Indies (UWI) where he
received a double first.
After leaving UWI he joined the People’s National
Movement becoming the leader of the party.
He attributed his victory at the 2015 election to
the enthusiasm of young people and their social
media skills. Many people complimented his
“fearlessness in prosecuting an agenda that called
for a different approach to politics.”

16/04/2016 20:35

HARRIET TUBMAN
(c1820-1913)
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Harriet Tubman LIBERATED HUNDREDS OF ENSLAVED
AFRICANS in the run up of the US civil war and LED SOLDIERS
IN THE WAR itself. As a child, Harriet received a traumatic
head injury from her slave owners. However, she did not let
her disability prevent her from helping over 300 enslaved
people to freedom.
Part of the

International day of

There is no country in the world where
disabled people’s rights are not violated
(Disability Awareness and Action).

BLACK
HISTORY
365 SERIES

1809
Birth of louis
Braille

In 1824, he develops
a tactile system using
just 6 raised dots to
represent the standard
alphabet, enabling blind
and partially sighted
people to read and write
independently. His best
friend Gabriel Gauthier
becomes the first person
ever to read Braille.

Some parts of the world have still to respond to the basic needs
of disabled people whether that be by making transport and
buildings more accessible or providing information in Braille or
easy read. It is still shocking that such fundamental needs can
be denied and how easily excluded disabled people can be from
activities non disabled people take for granted.

1885

First school of its’ kind

Laurent Clerc, a deaf teacher born in LaBalme, France in
1785 and Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, found America’s first
school for deaf children at Hartford.

Binet “Intelligence” tests

1880

Alfred Binet develops a system for
testing intelligence and begins the
trend for discriminating between
schoolchildren on the basis of their
supposed ‘mental age’.

one step backwards…

The International Congress of Educators of
the Deaf, meeting in Milan, Italy, calls for the
suppression of all sign languages and the sacking
of every deaf teacher. This triumph of oralism is
seen by deaf advocates as a direct attack upon
their culture.

20,000 unemployed disabled
war veterans and their families
march on Washington. Tear gas
and bayonets are used against
peaceful protestors and 100
people killed. The events of
1932 inspire a new militancy
in the USA and the roots of
the disability rights struggle
in America.

1907
legalised
discrimination

Formation of the National Association of the Deaf
by deaf people in the USA, which becomes the
leading association fighting the ‘oralists’.

The eugenics movement gains
momentum. Between 1907 and
1943, 30 states pass sterilisation
laws aimed at “social misfits: the
mentally retarded, criminals and
the insane…”.

If you have any comments or suggestions please go to

UK Disabled People –
Facts & Figures
at a Glance

1800s

A harsh Act
The employment rate among disabled adults remains far
below that of non-disabled people, with around 50% of
disabled people not in work, compared to around 20% of
non-disabled people (The Poverty Group).

Disabled people still face substantial disadvantage in
the education system – 25% of disabled people have no
qualifications compared to 11% among the population
as a whole (Alliance for Inclusive Education).
1 in 100 disabled people, compared to 1 in 50 non disabled
people, participate in a public life (i.e. being a local councillor,
school governor or magistrate) (Office for Disability Issues).
Disabled people in work on average earn almost £1 an hour less
than non-disabled people in work, and nearly half of disabled
employees are dissatisfied with their pay (Office for Disability Issues).

Influential writers
& thinkers

An estimated 70,000 disabled people
are murdered under the T4 Program.
Most of these are large-scale killings
using poison gas - a forerunner of the
killing programme of Jewish people,
known as ‘The Final Solution’.

The County Asylum Act
becomes law. Counties
in England and Wales
are permitted to build
institutions to confine
“criminal and pauper
lunatics”.

The British Deaf Association is formed by Francis
Maginn to protect sign language and promote better
education for deaf people.

1834

1890

A new trade union, The National League of the
Blind (NLB), is founded and campaigns to introduce
state pensions and equal rights for blind workers.

Disabled Trade Unionist and
son of a former slave, William
Cuffay, is elected to the national
executive of the National Charter
Association and subsequently
becomes the President of the
London Chartists.

1842

UK Milestones

Home Secretary, Winston Churchill brings
in The Mental Deficiency Act. It categorises
people as:
• idiots
• imbeciles
• feeble minded
• moral defectives
Under the Act, 50,000 children and
500,000 adults are incarcerated in long
stay institutions during the first half of the
20th century.

1899
New Association

Segregation

The Education
Act provides for
‘handicapped’
children to be
educated but only
in special schools or
classes.

1921

The Central Council for
the Disabled is founded

1919

1859

Members of the
National league
of the Blind march
to london to
protest about
unemployment

Three contingents of NLB members converge on
London, calling on the government to introduce a
Blind Persons Act.

1920

1845

UK Legislation - Key Milestones
40 Years in the Struggle for
Disability Equality

1944

“CRIPPlES CAN
Do VITAl WAR
WoRK”

Paul Hunt and
Peter Wade publish
‘Stigma’, describing
many of the ways
in which society
oppresses disabled
people.

1966
letter launches a
movement

1986
Southern African
Federation of Disabled
People (SAFoD) formed
in Durban

Labour shortages during
WW2 lead to over
300,000 disabled people
being recruited into the
workforce.

1981

1983

The Disabled Persons Act

The Mental Health Act

deals with issues of access and
adaptation to buildings to cater for
workers with mobility impairments.

1983 - The Act makes ‘provision
for the compulsory detention and
treatment in hospital of those with
mental disorder…’

1941

1960

1972

Down with
dependency!

The Union of Physically
Impaired Against
Segregation (UPIAS) is
formed. It argues that a
world constructed only for
non-disabled people will
inevitably exclude disabled
people and forced them to
be dependent.

1975
Power to
disabled people

The British Council of
Organisations of Disabled
People (BCODP) is founded as an
umbrella group of organisations
run and controlled by disabled
people.

1981

2009

The united Nations declares
December 3rd as International
Day of Disabled People

Police open fire on a demonstration by
disabled war veterans. Two protestors
are killed.

Trade unions lead the way

NALGO holds a national conference of its
disabled members – the first event of its
kind in the UK.

The Disability Discrimination Act
becomes law. Disabled activists hold
protests, calling it “fatally flawed” as it
allows “justifiable discrimination” and
does not convey full civil rights.

2000

Attack on disabled
people resisted

The Benefit Integrity Project is set up
to examine the level of “fraudulent”
claims for Disability Living Allowance.
There are large protests by disabled
people and red paint is thrown outside
parliament and 10 Downing Street.

2007

1999
BSl is recognised as an official British
language but not given legal protection

Self determination,
direct action

uK Disabled People’s Parliament meets
for the first time

1995

2003

1986

1990

1993

1995

1996

2000

2002

The NHS & Community
Care Act 1990 - Local authority

The Education Act 1993 - The
Act places a qualified duty on local
authorities to make provision for
children with special educational
needs in mainstream schools.

The Carers (Recognition and
Services) Act 1995 - This Act places

The Community Care (Direct
Payments) Act 1996 - The Act gives

The Carers and Disabled
Children Act 2000 - Local authorities

The Disability Discrimination Act

a duty on local councils to carry out
assessments of need for carers.

2010

The Equality and
Human Rights
Commission replaces
the Disability Rights
Commission

Disabled Person’s Direct
Action Network launches
its ‘Free our People’
campaign

The Disabled People’s Direct Action
Network (DAN) is formed following a
first action in Christchurch, Dorset.

The Independent living Fund
is established

The Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 - The DDA makes it “unlawful to

The Equality Act

First TuC Disability
Conference

National demonstrations
against the Welfare
Reform Bill

1997

1988

social services departments
given overall responsibility for
community care for disabled
people. Where possible, services
should be provided in the home or
local community.

leading organisations
of Disabled People
draw up the Rights and
Freedom Bill

2002

1992

1987

The Disability
Rights Commission
is launched

1995

Equality not pity

‘Rights Not Charity’ march
in london

1965

Disability Rights activists
hold protests about the
new “Right to Education”
Bill which excludes up
to 20 million disabled
children and young
people.

2000s
New law
provokes protest

Colin Barnes publishes
‘Disabled People in Britain
and Discrimination’

1991

The second “Block Telethon” lobby takes place on 18th
July. Thousands of disabled activists converge on LWT
TV studios to protest against an event that is ‘offensive,
intrusive or patronising”. As the cameras roll, protestors
break into the studio holding up ‘Piss on Pity” placards.

The Disabled Persons
(Services, Consultation
and Representation) Act

1986 - The Act gives disabled
people greater control over
services provided to them by local
government bodies.

The struggles of disabled people and the significant
contribution they have made to society have been documented
by the following authors: Stigma: The Experience of Disability,
Editor Paul Hunt (1966); The Politics of Disablement, Mike Oliver
(1990); Disabled people in Britain and Discrimination: A Case for
Anti-Discrimination Legislation (1991); The Creatures Time Forgot,
David Hevey (1992); A Dangerous Woman, Sue Napolitano (1995);
Disability: Emancipation, Community Participation and Disabled
People, Colin Barnes and Geoff Mercer (1995); On Our Own Behalf,
Martin Pagel (1998); Beyond Ramps; Disability at the end of the
Social Contract, Marta). Russell (1998); Incurably Human, Micheline
Mason (2000); Points of Contact: Disability, Art and Culture, Susan
Crutchfield and Marcy Epstein (2000); A Personal Journey Into
Disability Politics, Vic Finkelstein (2001); Pride against Prejudice,
Jenny Morris (2001); Controversial Issues in a Disabling Society, John
Swain, Sally French and Colin Cameron (2003); Strength: Broadsides
from Disability on the Arts, Paddy Masefield (2007).

Education fight

The Convention marks a “paradigm shift” in attitudes
towards disabled people, reflecting the movement away
from treating disabled people as “objects” of charity,
medical treatment and social protection towards viewing
them as active members of society, capable of claiming
their rights and making decisions based on free and
informed consent.

1998

Shootings

A new force

Disabled activists, Megan du Boisson and Berit Thornberry
establish The Disablement Income Group in order to campaign
for financial support for disabled people.

The Convention on
the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities
comes into force on
3rd May 2008

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
is adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, and is opened for signature on
30th March 2007.

Disabled people in Kuala lumpur
demonstrate to demand an
accessible monorail system

1993

BCoDP publishes the case
for fully comprehensive Anti
Discrimination legislation

Inclusive subtitles

Members of the Deaf Broadcasting
Campaign lobby television studios across
the UK to demand signed and subtitled
news programmes.

The first Coalition of
Disabled People is
formed in Derbyshire

Chain of demands

2006
New rights adopted

1990s
Facing down
oppression

Paul Hunt writes to The
Guardian newspaper calling
for equality for disabled
people and asking others
to join with him. His letter
inspires the start of a
united struggle against
discrimination.

Fair pensions

The Physically Handicapped
Association holds a rally in
Trafalgar Square then marches
to Downing Street to present a
petition to the Prime Minister,
calling for “pensions according
to disability”.

New declaration

Representatives of 92 governments and 25
international organisations hold the World
Conference on Special Needs Education, in
Salamanca, Spain. They agree a dynamic new
Statement on the education of all disabled children,
which calls for inclusion to be the norm.

Active subjects not objects

At the World Congress on
Disability in Winnipeg, Canada,
organised by Rehabilitation
International (RI), a proposal for
50% representation of disabled
people on the RI board is turned
down. Disabled people take
the decision to form their own
international organisation.

The Mental
Patients union
is formed

“Justice not Charity”

overseers of the poor

The Education Act creates
11 categories of impairment.
Thousands of disabled children
are sent to segregated schools,
Junior Training Centres and
institutions.

1936

Charles Darwin’s theories of
evolution and the notion of the
survival of the fittest through
natural selection lead to the
widespread and apparently
scientifically justified view of
disabled people as inferior.

The Scottish Poor Law Amendment Act creates a
central board of supervisors which oversees a national
programme of Poorhouse construction.

Affirmative action

The Disabled Persons
(Employment) Act requires
larger employers to recruit 3%
of registered disabled people.

Still segregated

1913

Darwin distorted

Important leader
elected

Disabled people
organise themselves

1950s
The Mental Deficiency Act

A great step forward

The Poor Law
Amendment Act
comes into force. It
establishes a Poor
Law Commission
which abolishes
“outdoor relief” and
instead embarks
on a strategy of
building centrally
administered
union workhouses,
overseen by local
Boards of Guardians.

1808

Disability Awareness in
Action (DAA) - international
public education
organisation established

1979

The Freedom Charter of the African
National Congress enshrines the
principle of state support for all
disabled people.

Exposed Nazis retreat

2000
2008
Disabled people form a human
chain around the National
Museum in Dhaka and demand
full inclusion in society.

organisations of disabled people hold
demonstrations to protest against
benefit cuts

1994

First world conference
Disabled Persons International
(DPI) forms as a consequence
of the 1979 Rehabilitation
Conference in Winnipeg.
DPI holds its first World Congress
in Singapore.

1954
“The People
Shall Govern”

1941
Cardinal Galen reveals the facts of the
T4 killing programme in a sermon
delivered at St Lamberti Church in
Munster. Hitler orders the suspension
of the programme as a result of
growing public concern and pressure
from the church and judiciary.

1937
Employees fight
back

Mad Pride Festival, Clissold Park, London.
‘Out of that Darkness: The Legacy of the Holocaust’
(ICA week). Includes films ‘Children of Gaia’, ‘After the
Truth’, ‘Healing by Killing’, Liebe Perla’, ‘One of Us’, ‘The
Undesirables’ and discussions.

1998 1999
2003
European Year of
Disabled People

2005

Full integration

The United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Disabled Persons
calls for full economic and social
integration of disabled people.

‘Wrong Bodies’ Exhibition and Performances, Institute of
Contemporary Arts (ICA).
’Lifting the Lid’ First Disability Film Festival,
Lux Cinema, London.

‘Inmates’ by Allan Sutherland and Stuart
Morris (BBC Radio Four). A ninety minute
play set in a long stay institution for
disabled people, starring disabled actors.

2000

The Disability
Discrimination Act becomes
law

1975

Founding of the Norwegian
Federation of organisations
of Disabled People (FFo)

‘Sweet, Sour and Serious’ illustrated
anthology by Survivor’s Poetry Scotland.

19951996 1997
Beijing Declaration on the Rights
of People with Disabilities in the
New Century

1992
1950

1940 -1941

1900s
“A statute
of quite
uncommon
Callousness”

Disabled adults are twice as likely to live in low-income
households as non disabled adults and the gap is bigger than
a decade ago (The Poverty Group).

The Americans
with Disabilities
Act is passed

Blind employees at workshops
in Pittsburgh hold a sit-down
strike after being denied the
right to unionise.

www.ucu.org.uk

A quarter of those disabled people who require adapted
housing in England are currently living in accommodation that
is unsuitable for their needs (Leonard Cheshire Foundation).

1990

The united Nations
proclaims 1981 as
International Year
of The Disabled

West Midlands Disability Arts
Forum established.

DANN (Direct Action Network
Nottingham) Disability Cabaret.

Simon Smith and The
Useless Eaters release
their debut album
“Entitled”.

1981

The Group for
Independence of
Physically Disabled
Persons (GIHP) is formed

Independence Festival ’98, Manchester.

Shropshire Disability Arts Festival.

Festival of Deaf History,
Buxton, Derbyshire.

Launch of
Northern Disability
Arts Forum at
Buddle Arts
Centre, Wallsend,
including Graeae
Theatre Company
with ‘Hound’.

1992 1993 1994

1964

Hidden extermination

Nazi murder

The Third Reich begins to issue
propaganda against disabled
people. The term “useless
eaters” is used to highlight the
‘burden’ they place on society.

‘Taking Liberties’ is set up by disabled
people to ‘fight for the rights of disabled
people to gain greater access to art
activities in and around the Wigan area’.

1991

1942
Killings of disabled people continue in secret.
Death is by lethal injection or starvation. An
estimated 250,000 disabled children and
adults are murdered between 1939 -1945.

Launch party for Stream Records new
releases including Ian Stanton’s ‘Rollin
Thunder’.

New forum

Fighting for rights

The ‘Tragic but Brave Roadshow’ is formed. ‘A travelling Disability Arts cabaret.
Two-three hours of the best of the Disability Arts Movement, including: Johnny
Crescendo, Wanda Barbara, Allan Sutherland, Ian Stanton.’

Program for
extermination starts

The T4 Program begins. Disabled
people are now murdered, rather
than sterilised.

useless propaganda

1932
“The impatient
armies of the poor”

Stereotypes challenged
‘Cap in Hand?’- Conference on the portrayal of disabled people in charity advertising.

1990

1939

“life unworthy
of life”

“The law for the prevention
of progeny with hereditary
disease” calls for the
sterilisation of all people
deemed as ‘diseased’ by the
Nazis, i.e. people with mental
health problems, learning
difficulties, epilepsy, blindness,
deafness.

Northern Disability
Arts Forum presents
‘The Ghetto’,
International
Disability Arts
Cabaret at the
Edinburgh Festival.

Disability Arts A Decade of Rocking Rebellion

For every child killed in warfare, three
are injured and acquire permanent
impairments (United Nations).

1933

Disabled people
determine own destiny
The Council of People’s
Commissioners establishes
the All-Russian Cooperative of
Disabled People (VIKO). Only
disabled people have voting
rights over the way it is run.

1904

…one step forward

The campaign for equal rights is not over and we need to be
vigilant in protecting what has been won but let’s today celebrate
the achievements which have been made in politics, legislation,
the arts and celebrate the ever increasing confidence and
visibility of disabled people who are ‘out and proud’ too.

1921

Braille breakthrough

Anna Adler establishes a printing house
for blind people, which prints the first-ever
Russian language Braille book.

During the 1990s a number of organisations began using the Arts to positively
promote visibility and awareness of disabled people in the media, on film and
television and in music.

No country in the world has a fully
accessible transport system (Disabled
People International).

Research indicates that violence against
disabled children occurs at annual rates at
least 1.7 times greater than for their nondisabled peers (United Nations).

30% of young people living rough are
disabled (United Nations International
Children’s Education Fund).

1817

The global literacy rate for disabled adults
is as low as 3% for men and 1% for women,
according to a 1998 study (United Nations
Development Programme).

More than 10 million women every year
experience long-lasting illness or impairment
due to complications during pregnancy or
childbirth (United Nations Population Fund).

25% of the entire global population is either
directly or indirectly affected by disability
and impairment (United Nations and
World Bank).

International Milestones

98% of disabled children in the majority
world do not attend school (United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation).

Disabled people of working age in every
country in the world are 3 times more
likely to be unemployed and live in real
poverty (Disabled People International).

Disabled people make up 10% of the
global population - around 650 million
people (World Health Organisation).
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INTRoDuCTIoN BY SAllY HuNT,
uCu GENERAl SECRETARY
In 1992 the General Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed
3 December as International Day of Disabled Persons. Although
much had been done to raise awareness through the UN it
was not enough and it was decided a world day on disabled
people’s rights would be a powerful focus . The principles of the
day are involve, organise, celebrate and take action and this is
the story we are telling through the wallchart. How disabled
people have through self organisation, their trade unions and
by political action have not only challenged their civil, social and
employment rights but perceptions and attitudes which are so
difficult to change. The wallchart celebrates what movements
and individuals have achieved across the planet as well as
reminding us of appalling treatment including murder that can
happen and still happens.

Disabled people account for 15 – 20% of
the world’s poorest people (World Bank).

A Long Road to Freedom

Disabled
People

Local Authority Social Services/Social Work
Departments the power to make direct
cash payments to disabled people, instead
of the community care services they have
assessed those individuals as needing.

is amended to more fully cover education.

are able to provide direct payments to
young disabled people aged 16 or 17 and
to the parents of disabled children.

2006

2010

The Disability Discrimination
Act is amended to include the Disability

The Single Equality Bill?

Equality Duty. This Duty requires public
bodies “to promote disability equality
when exercising their functions”. It includes
the meaningful involvement of disabled
people in public bodies’ strategic planning
processes.

discriminate against people in respect of
their disabilities in relation to employment,
the provision of goods and services,
education and transport.”

Book, Journals and Articles

The Making of the English Working Class, E.P.Thompson (1963); Eleanor Marx: The Crowded Years,
1884 - 1898, Yvonne Kapp (1976); Out of Sight: The Experience of Disability 1900 – 1950, Steve
Humphries and Pamela Gordon (1992); Thinking in Pictures, Temple Grandin (1995); Education,
Equality and Human Rights, Edited by Mike Cole (2000); Useless Eaters; Disability as a Genocidal
Marker in Nazi Germany, Mark P. Mosket, Journal of Special Education (2002); Frida Kahlo, Andrea
Kettenmann (2003); Disability and Social Policy in Britain since 1750, Anne Borsay (2005); The Jarrow
Crusade: Protest and Legend, Matt Perry (2005); Forgotten Pioneers of the National Protest March:
the National League of the Blind’s Marches to London, 1920 & 1936; Matthias Reiss, Labour History
Review, 70:2 (2005); A crusade for dignity, Andrew Roberts, Society Guardian (September 3rd 2008).

Harriet Tubman c.1822 - 1913
Slavery Abolitionist & Spy
Harriet Tubman (pictured) was the first woman to lead
an armed expedition in the American civil war, when she
guided the raid on the Combahee River and liberated
more than seven hundred slaves.
After her own escape from slavery she made thirteen
missions to rescue her family and over seventy other
slaves, using the network of antislavery activists and safe
houses known as the Underground Railroad. During the
post-war era she joined the struggle for womens’ suffrage.

Rachel MacMillan 1859 - 1917
Margaret MacMillan 1860 - 1931
Social Campaigners
Sisters, Rachel (pictured) and Margaret McMillan, were
founder members of the Independent Labour Party and
pioneers of child welfare. They were instrumental in
persuading Parliament to introduce the 1906 Provision
of School Meals Act, arguing that “if the state insists on
compulsory education it must take responsibility for the
proper nourishment of school children…..”.

Eleanor Marx 1855 - 1898
Author and Literary Translator

Helen Keller 1880 - 1968

Eleanor Marx (pictured) was a founder of the Socialist
League and regularly wrote for the monthly newspaper,
Commonweal, on women’s issues.

Radical author and political activist, Helen Keller, was the
first deafblind person to gain a Bachelor of Arts degree.
She was a pacifist and campaigner for women’s suffrage,
trade unionism and the rights of blind people.

She became an activist in the Women’s Trade Union
League and supported the Match Girls strike of 1888 and
the London Dock Strike in 1889. She helped organise
the Gas Workers Union and wrote and translated books,
articles and plays.

Political Campaigner

Keller joined the Industrial Workers of the World in 1912
and was also a member of the Socialist Party. She helped
to found the American Civil Liberties Union.

Frida Kahlo 1907 - 1954

Alan Turing 1912 – 1954

Artist

Mathematician

Singer and Songwriter

“I never painted dreams. I painted my own reality.”

Mathematician, Alan Turing, joined the Government Code
and Cypher School, based at Bletchley Park (pictured,
above) in 1938, where he led the team that played a vital
role in deciphering messages encrypted by the German
enigma machine. After World War 2 he became a pioneer
in the field of artificial intelligence.

Ian Dury is best known as the founder, frontman and
lead singer/song writer of the band Ian Dury and the
Blockheads, who were amongst the most important
groups of the New Wave era in the UK.

Internationally acclaimed Hispanic artist, Frida Kahlo
combined elements of indigenous Mexican culture
with surrealism to create a series of stark and dramatic
paintings.
Many of her works are self-portraits (Self-Portrait with
Thorn Necklace and Humming-bird, pictured above) that
symbolically express her own experience of impairment
and sexuality.

Ian Dury 1942 - 2000

Two of his songs were banned by the BBC; The classic “Sex
& Drugs & Rock and Roll“ which marked Dury’s debut for
Stiff Records and the 1981 single “Spasticus Autisticus”,
written to rebut the International Year of the Disabled.
The lyrics were considered to be too uncompromising.

Roy Webb 1949 - 2007
Trade Unionist
Roy Webb’s activism spanned every aspect of the
Disabled Peoples’ Movement. He was a committed trade
unionist, aficionado of London Disability Arts Forum and
member of the Disabled Peoples Direct Action Network.
As Head of Policy at the National Centre for Independent
Living, he co-ordinated the Our Lives Our Choices
campaign in support of Lord Ashley’s Disabled Persons
(Independent Living) Bill.

Internet References

Chronology of Disability Art; www.learfoundation.org.uk; Timeline of Disability History;
www.cdp.org.uk; www.red-disability.org; www.wikipedia.co.uk; www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk;
www.bbc.co.uk; www.itnsource.com; www.add.org.uk; www.poverty.org.uk; www.allfie.org.uk;
www.officefordisabilityissues.gov.uk; www.LCDisability.org

Special thanks to: Colin Cameron, Queen Margaret University College; Euan Dargie, University

of Abertay; Rob Murthwaite, London Metropolitan University; Colin Hambrook, Disability Arts
Online; Peter Millington, Disability West Midlands, for his invaluable Disability History timeline; Alan
Sutherland, Lear Foundation, for the Chronology of Disability Arts; Gloria Foran, Unison; TUC Library;
UCU Disabled Members Standing Committee (2009-10).
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(1856-1923)
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Part of the

Considered the first genocide of the 20th century, forerunner to
the Holocaust, between 1904-08 the German army committed
acts of genocide against groups of black people in German South
West Africa. Samuel Maharero’s HEROIC RESISTANCE TO THE
MASSACRE by the German army has made him a NATIONAL HERO.

BLACK
HISTORY
365 SERIES

The Killing Fields
Cambodia, 1975-79

Why we mark Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January…
As educators UCU members recognise our unique responsibility to tell the truth about our past to ensure the lessons
are learnt for our future. The millions who died at the hands of the Nazis and their allies during the Holocaust must be
remembered not just as the victims of an unparalleled man-made tragedy – but also as a warning that we must never
allow it to happen again. We must continue to educate our children against the dangers of anti-Semitism, fascism
and racial discrimination. Encouraging them – and us – to take a stand against hatred and intolerance wherever they
find it is the best way to ensure a just, democratic and tolerant society where all can live free from fear.
Sally Hunt, UCU general secretary

es
Machete massacr
Rwanda, 1994

The Holocaust was a “specific genocidal event in the
twentieth-century history: the state sponsored, systematic
persecution and annihilation” of 6 million Jews, “…by Nazi
Germany and collaborators.”
The Nazi Party, formed in 1920s by Hitler, organised
the Holocaust. They won power on the back of German
defeat in World War One, promising to create jobs in the
midst of the 1929 world wide economic depression, and
a “racially pure” Germany.

ToTal deaThs:
approximaTely 2,000,000

esTimaTes
ToTal deaThs: varying
from 500,000 To 1,000,000

As a result of Pol Pot regime and
return to “year zero”, 25% of the
population died from starvation,
overwork, torture and executions.

6 million Jews were murdered in the Holocaust.
Millions of other “undesirables” were killed by the Nazis.
Estimated 39 death camps across Europe.
4 million people (mainly Jewish) were murdered

Bosnia

Juvenal
The death of Hutu President
Hutus believing
Habyarimana led to
resulting in
Tutsis were responsible

Hope
Mardi Seng was 10 years old when the Khmer Rouge labelled her family
as New People –
suspected as traitorous allies to enemies of the government. This was
an effective death
sentence. Her family managed to escape to Thailand before settling in
the United States. Today
she is an active member of the online Cambodian community contributing
to internet resources.

Treasure your mothers

and fathers

She was nearly
the Rwandan genocide.
being murdered during
to be dead to escape
Beata narrowly escaped
corpses, pretending
had to hide among the
on the Holocaust
raped and sometimes
she managed to survive
her ordeal, and how
murder. She describes

Darfur

ConTroversial and ofTen dispuTed
as wheTher This is a genoCide

A Survivor of the Bosnian

Simone Veil
Holocaust survivor
and
politician (1927)

Simone Veil was
interned in
a Nazi concentration
during the Second camp
World War
because of her
Jewish
After being liberated heritage.
she
later became
a lawyer
French government and a
minister.
Her life story,
her
and determinationcourage
overcoming the in
early setbacks
in
life have made
an
inspiring symbol
in France and
internationally.

Why we mark
Holocaust Memorial
As educators
Day, 27 January…
UCU members
recognise our
are learnt for
unique responsibility
our future. The
millions who died
remembered
not
at the hands of to tell the truth about our past
allow it to happen just as the victims of an unparalleled
the Nazis and
their allies during to ensure the lessons
again. We must
man-made tragedy
and racial discrimination.
the Holocaust
continue
must be
Encouraging themto educate our children against – but also as a warning that
ﬁnd it is the best
we must never
the dangers of
– and
anti-Semitism,
Sally Hunt, UCU way to ensure a just, democratic us – to take a stand against
fascism
hatred and intolerance
general secretary
and tolerant society
where all can
wherever they
live free from
fear.

The

under the
Bosnian Serbs troops,
Mladic,
command of General Ratko
and
capture the eastern enclave
U.N. “safe area” of Srebrenica,
males
killing thousands of Muslim
in the following week.

Frustrated by poverty and neglect,
two rebel groups in Darfur launched
an uprising against the Khartoum
government resulting in Government
backed reprisals.

Genocide

and
Bijeljina. She lost friends
in 1989 in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
from the
Selena Salihovic was born
In 1995, her family escaped
when the genocide started.
she
much of her extended family
to the United States. Though
camp in Hungary, later going
country and went to a refugee
since the genocide.
has never been the same
returns to Bosnia she says

Holocaust
twentieth-century was a “speciﬁc genocidal event
persecution and history: the state sponsored, in the
systematic
annihilation” of
Germany and
collaborators.” 6 million Jews, “…by Nazi

The Nazi Party

, formed in 1920s
the Holocaust.
by Hitler, organised
They won power
defeat in World
on the back of
German
War
midst of the 1929 One, promising to create
jobs in the
world wide economic
a “racially pure”
depression, and
Germany.

6 million

Jews were murdered
in the Holocaust.
Millions of other
“undesirables”
were killed by
Estimated 39
the Nazis.
death camps across
Europe.
4 million people
in 6 death camps (mainly Jewish) were murdered
alone – Chelmno,
Belzab, Majdanek,
Treblinka, Sobibor,
and Auschwitz.

90% of Polish

Jews were killed

Homosexuals

RACE LAWS The
Nuremberg race laws
are passed which mean
Jews lose their German
citizenship and are
forbidden relationships
with non Jews. Jews
are then barred from
cinema ownership.

camp.

HEALTH Jews
can no longer
get
National Health
insurance, and
are banned from
getting legal
qualiﬁcations.
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AUG. MORE REPRESSION
Nazis
Synagogue in
Nuremberg. Jewishdestroy the Great
must add Sarah
women
to
Israel on all legal their names, and men
documents. A
Jews cannot practice
month later,
law and their
passports are
stamped with
J in red.
OCT. ARRESTED
are arrested in 17,000 Polish Jews
Germany. They
are expelled to
Poland which
refuses them
entry leaving them
nowhere to go.
with

camps. By the
end
of 1936 thousands
of
Jews leave Germany
ﬂeeing relentless
persecution.
AUG. COMBATING
HOMOSEXUALITY
An Ofﬁce for
Combating
Homosexuality

and Abortions
is
established.
after 25% of all Soon
Jewish
wealth is taxed.

MAY ST LOUIS
930 Jewish refugees
board the St Louis leave Europe on
They are forced for the Americas.
to
after being refusedreturn to Europe
entry. Two months
later, Jews lose
the
government jobs right to hold
in Germany.
SEP. POLAND
AND WAR The
Nazis
invade Poland.
Jews are put into
ghettoes in preparation
for the “ﬁnal
goal.” England
and France declare
war. Jews in Germany
cannot be on
the streets after
8pm (winter) and
9pm (summer).
It
Jews to own radiosis now illegal for
in Germany.

DIVISION OF DEATH
A special division,
SS Death’s-head
unit,
guards concentration

NOV. KRISTALLNACHT
Thousands
businesses and
synagogues were of Jewish
30,000 Jewish
attacked and
men
later ﬁned 1 billion arrested by Nazis. Jews
are
from Kristallnacht marks for damages arising
Jews are expelled (The Night of Broken Glass).
from non Jewish
schools.
German
DEC. GORING
It is
businesses must decreed that all Jewish
be aryanised.

NEW SITE FOR
MURDER New
camp called
Auschwitz established
in Poland. European
Jews are deported
to Poland. The
over Denmark,
Nazis take
Norway, France,
Belgium,
Holland, and Luxembourg,
AUG. MADAGASCAR
deport all European A plan is proposed to
Jews to an island
East Africa, Madagascar.
near
Nazi-occupied
France passes
severe measures
Jewish populations
against
deporting thousands. its
Nazis begin to
The
seal off Jewish
the world e.g.
the Krakow ghetto ghettos from
in Poland.

From Black shirts
BNP – resisting to the
fascism
June Olympia
rally
The BUF tries
to hold a giant
rally in Olympia.
It is disrupted
by hundreds of
anti fascists
who are beaten
up my Mosley’s
black shirts

1936

FINAL SOLUTION
Himmler meets
Hess, Auschwitz
commandant
declaring “The
ordered the Final
Fuhrer has
solution
Jewish question… of the
chosen AuschwitzI have…
purpose.” Later for this
that
Zyklon B (poison year
used at Auschwitz gas) is
for the
ﬁrst time.

The sheer presence
of the ANL had
it impossible to
made
get
streets, had dashedNF members on the
away at their vote” recruitment and cut

Martin Webster,

one of the leaders

43 Group
After the Second
World War the
43 group (Jewish
ex-servicemen
and
anti fascists) smash
BUF rallies as
it tries
to regroup itself
in the
early post war
years.
New front
A former
member
of the BUF
establishes
the National
Front

1945

1967

of the National

Front

National Front
grows
A speech denouncing
non white
immigration in
1968 by a mainstream
politician Enoch
Powell, and the
hysteria around
immigration,
gives
the National Front
a mass audience.
They beat the
Liberals into fourth
place in 33 seats
London Council in the Greater
elections.
Lewisham

The National Front
through an area tries to march
with
and Asian presence. a high black
They are met
thousands of
by
anti fascists and,
the BUF in the
like
1930s, are forced
call off the march.
to

1977

JAN. MECHANISED
GENOCIDE AND
CONFERENCE
A
Mass killings
of Jews at Auschwitz
using gas begin.
Birkenau
Leading Nazis
conference agree
at the Wannsee
Solution’ i.e. the the details of the ‘Final
extermination
of all Jews.
MAR. ANOTHER
CAMP
Belzec camp is
built
Slovak and French with ﬁtted gas chambers.
Jews deported
to Auschwitz.
MAY SOBIBOR
DEATH CAMP
Fitted with three
gas
would later become chambers, this camp
the scene of the
heroic instances
most
of resistance
to
The New York
Times reported the Nazis.
the
month that as
many as 400,000 same
machine gunned
Jews had been
in Nazi-occupied
territory.
JUNE YELLOW
STARS Jews
in a number
of occupied territories
forced to wear
a yellow star.

Esther Brunstein
Survivor and Witness
(1928- )

Esther Brunstein
was born in
Lodz, Poland.
When the Nazis
invaded in 1939
she was forced
wear a yellow
to
star
as a Jew. In 1940 identifying her
she
in the Lodz ghetto. had to live
In August 1944
she was taken
to Auchswitz and
then to Bergen
Belsen. Almost
all her family
did not
After being liberated survive.
she settled in
the
UK. Today she
gives
meetings in schools
and elsewhere
recounting her
experiences.

Gustav Schiefer
Anti Nazi Trade
Unionist
(b. 1876)
Gustav Schiefer,
Munich Chairman
of the German
Trade Union
Association, was
arrested,
beaten and imprisoned
in Dachau
concentration
camp. Members
of trade unions
and
Democratic Party the Social
the Nazis. Later were targeted by
he testiﬁed against
the Nazis, “And
how decent were
we once more
in the year 1945.
Not a hair on the
head of
any of these swine
harmed on behalf was
of the
Trade Unions.
We
witness, and still bore
bear
witness today,
for
human dignity
and justice.”

Black people
Black Germans
(24,000 before
1933
some estimates)
were systematicallyaccording to
and murdered.
sterilised
Captured African
soldiers said their
American
compare to that horriﬁc treatment did not
meted out to black
Germans.

First they came
for the
communists,
and I did not
speak out—because
I was not a
communist;
Then they came
for the socialists,
and I did not
I was not a speak out—because
socialist;
Then they came
for the trade
unionists, and
out—because I did not speak
I was not a
unionist;
trade
Then they came
for the Jews,
and I did not
I was not a speak out—because
Jew;
Then they came
for me—and
there was no
one left to speak
for me.
out

HEALTH Jews
can no longer get
National Health
insurance, and
are banned from
getting legal
qualifications.

Pastor Niemoller,
victim of the
Nazis

Political opponents.
Millions of political
“undesirables”
communists,
ranging from
trade unionists,
members of the
scouts, to paciﬁ
boy
sts were killed
by the Nazis. Any
freedom of expression
along with elections or difference was crushed
and other political
parties.

STALINGRAD
The Nazis are
defeated by the
Russian army
at Stalingrad
in Russia.
AUSCHWITZ EXPANDED
The Nazis open
gas chambers
4 new
at
to the camp from Auschwitz. Jews are deported
Italy and Austria.
later that 106
It is reported
castrations were
December 1943.
performed there
by

TREBLINKA EXTERMINATIONS
manage to escape
CEASE Two hundred
Treblinka death
Jews
extermination,
but 870,000 were camp soon after the
killed there.

EFFICIENCY
Nazis hold a special
meeting to co-ordinate
Jewish deportations.
Later that month,
a new gas chamber
at Auschwitz. Sterislisation
is opened
experiments begin
Auschwitz the
at
following month.
LEAKS News
of the death camps
to the British
is leaked
and
Dutch and French American governments.
the same month. Jews are sent to Auschwitz
joined by German Later that year, they will be
Jews.

FIRST WARNINGS
from Auschwitz, ABOUT AUSCHWITZ An
escapee
Rudolf Vrba, gives
accounts of what
one of the ﬁrst
has happened
Hungary and
Greece deported there. Jews from
of June half of
to
Hungary’s Jews Auschwitz. By the end
were at Auschwitz.
BAD TRADE
The Nazis offer
to trade Jews
and other commodities
for trucks
with Western
Allies.

CAMP OPENING
AND
OPPOSITION

DEC. YET MORE
CAMPS
The Chelmno
camp is opened
in Poland. Jews
mobile gas vans. are gassed in
Victims include
5,000 gypsies.

“

The battle of
Cable
Mosley announces Street
a march through
poorest part of
the
London, the East
where he hopes
End,
to build a base.
met by 100,000
He is
anti
pass Cable Street. fascists and can’t
march. The fascistsThe police call off the
never recover.

September Follow
up rally
The BUF try to
have
Hyde Park. Again a rally in
anti fascists stop thousands of
the rally from
taking place.

1934

Primo Levi
Chronicler of Holocaust
(1919-1987)
Primo Levi was
born in Turin,
Italy. He was sent
in 1944. Managing to Auschwitz
he later penned to survive
the
and moving book poignant
If
man. He managed this be a
portray the moral, to powerfully
physical,
and emotional
degradation that
marked life in
the death camps.
His work evocatively
describes how
the
survivors survived
the camps and
how
they reconstituted
themselves
afterwards.
He committed
suicide.
The Disabled

The Nazis exterminated
approximately
disabled people
70,000
deeming them
After 1939 all
to be inferior.
children
syndrome, cerebral under 3 with Down’s
palsy, or “suspected
were targeted
idiocy”
for termination.

Jews mount serious
ghetto. This comes resistance in the Warsaw
Nazis send Gypsies at a time when the
to extermination
camps.
POGROMS, PRONOUNCEMENTS,
2,000 Jews are
PARIS.
killed in a pogrom
in Romania.
During the same
year Himmler
Auschwitz and
visits
orders its
invade Bulgaria, expansion. The Nazis
Yugoslavia, and
Thousands of
Jews are arrested Greece.
in Paris.
JUNE NAZIS INVADE
THE SOVIET UNION
In the course
of the
soviet prisoners war the Nazis let 5 million
die
unleashed a wave of starvation. The Nazis
millions of Jews of genocide against the
living in the Soviet
Union.

NEW GHETTOES,
NEW
MASSACRES,
NEW CAMPS
New Jewish Ghettoes
were
established in
occupied
territories e.g.
Minsk,
Bialystok in Russia. Lvov, and
3,800 Jews
are murdered
Kovno, Lithuania. in pogrom in at
Also, 33,771 Jews
are murdered
at Babi Yar in
Kiev,
Russia. A new
camp is established
in Majdanek in
Poland.

OCT. EUTHANASIA
All sick and
disabled people
are rounded up
extermination
by the Nazis in
Germany.

British fascist
Oswald Mosley,
aristocrat and
MP for both the
former
Tory
parties, establishes and Labour
the British Union
of Fascists.

1932

Noor Khan
Courageous Fighter
(1914-1944)
Born to an Indian
father and
American mother
Noor Khan was in Moscow,
an outstandingly
brave woman.
She escaped from
France after it
fell
armies in 1940. to Hitler’s
As wartime
British agent
she was sent
to Nazi
occupied France
in 1943. She
was betrayed
and
a concentration sent to

camp. She was
tortured and
shot in gruesome
circumstances
but refused to
capitulate.

Roma and Gypsies
The “Parajamos”
or the devouring
extermination
of approximately led to the
and Romas by
200,000 Gypsies
the
were sterilised, Nazis. Gypsy and Roma people
experimented
on, and used as
forced labour
in a number of
death camps.

RESISTANCE

MAR. CZECHOSLOVAKIA
TAKEN
The Nazis take
Czechoslovakia. OVER
Following this,
the
equivalent of the Slovaks pass the
Nuremberg laws
Germany (see
in
1935).

JULY EVIAN
32 countries meet
to consider the
in Evian, France
plight of Jews
escaping Hitler.
country accepts
No
them.

RACE LAWS
Nuremberg race The
are passed which laws
Jews lose their mean
German
citizenship and
are
forbidden relationships
with non Jews.
Jews
are then barred
from
cinema ownership.

Anne Frank
Diarist (1929-1945)
Born in Frankfurt-am-Maim
in
Germany, Anne
Frank’s family
went to Holland
to escape Nazi
persecution of
Jews.
for her 13th birthday Given a diary
she began
to chronicle her
forced hiding
for
2 years. She was
arrested and
taken to Auschwitz
died. Fortunately, where she
her diary was
saved. In it she
wrote, “It’s
really a wonder
that
I haven’t dropped
all my ideals
because they
seem so absurd
and impossible…
Yet, I keep
them, in spite
of
everything.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses

Due to their religious
beliefs, Jehovah’s
refused to swear
Witnesses
allegiance to the
Approximately
2,000 were killed Nazi regime.
renounce their
for refusing to
faith.

BY THE NAZIS

JAN. SPEEDY
DEPORTATION
AND
THREATS The
deportation
of Jews increases.
following month The
Jews must
give their gold
and silver to
the state.

MAR. TAKE OVER
Adolf Eichmann The Nazis seize Austria.
later establishes
immigration in
an ofﬁce for Jewish
Vienna. Jews
lose the right
to property; employment;
the right to enter
parks.
APR. REGISTER
Jews
wealth and holdings. are forced to register
all
are forced to apply Later in the year Jews over
15
for identity cards.
longer practice
Jews can no
medicine.
JUNE BUSINESS
Jewish businesses
with special ministry.
must register

APR. UNLAWFUL
boycotted by NazisBOYCOTT Jewish establishments
across Germany.
are
universities. In
Jews are expelled
the following
from
weeks books
are burnt.
JULY STERILISATION
People with “genetic
sterilised. Four
defects”
months later
beggars, the homeless,are forcibly
and the unemployed
are sent to concentration
alcoholics
camps.
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Leon Greenman
Witness to a new
generation (1910-2008)

Born in London
and taken
to Holland as
a child, Leon
Greenman was
arrested after
the Nazis invaded.
He was
subjected to experimentation
and beatings at
Auschwitz. His
wife and son were
gassed. He
spoke of his experiences
successive generations to
in the UK,
publishing a book,
Leon Greenman,
Auschwitz survivor
98288. He later
said, “Whatever
some historians
say, it happened.
And it could
happen again.”

Within days of
taking power
Hitler
the German gay
population closingattacked
organisations.
down gay
An
gay people died estimated 10,000-15,000
in the concentration
camps.

GROUPS VICTIMISED

JAN. CHANCELLOR
Hitler becomes
Chancellor
of Germany.
FEB. NO MORE
TRADE
UNIONS The
property
of communists
and
paciﬁsts is conﬁ
scated.
Independent trade
union
buildings are
attacked
trade unions banned and
two months later.
MAR. OPPONENTS
PUT AWAY
Thousands of
Jews, church
people,
communists are
sent to the growinghomosexuals, and
Dachau concentration

in the Holocaust.

Escaping the horrors of Darfur

El Fadel Arbab escaped the horrors of
Darfur by climbing in a tree to hide from
the
militia. At twelve his village was attacked
and he was separated from his family.
He avoided the genocidal militia for 10
years grabbing food and shelter wherever
he
could find it. He lives in the United States
today.

AUG. MORE REPRESSiON Nazis destroy the Great
Synagogue in Nuremberg. Jewish women
must add Sarah to their names, and men
Israel on all legal documents. A month later,
Jews cannot practice law and their
passports are stamped with J in red.

MAy ST LOUiS
930 Jewish refugees leave Europe on
board the St Louis for the Americas.
They are forced to return to Europe
after being refused entry. Two months
later, Jews lose the right to hold
government jobs in Germany.

OCT. ARRESTED 17,000 Polish Jews
are arrested in Germany. They are expelled to
Poland which refuses them entry leaving them with
nowhere to go.

APR. UNLAWFUL BOyCOTT Jewish establishments are
boycotted by Nazis across Germany. Jews are expelled from
universities. In the following weeks books are burnt.

A new camp called
Treblinka is opened
in
Poland. It has
10 gas
chambers (200
persons
per chamber).
At
Sachsenhausen
camp,
however, the SS
meet
stiff Jewish resistance.
Belzec extermination
camp is closed
after killing an
estimated 600,000
The Nazis try
to hide its existence. Jews.
Meanwhile, sterilization
experiments are
tested on women
in Birkenau.

HIGHEST DAILY
MURDER RATE
9,000 people a
EVER RECORDED
day
Birkenau during are gassed or burned at Auschwitzthe summer. A
inmates leads
revolt by some
to the destruction
Jewish
of one the crematories.
OCT. TRANSPORT
Auschwitz. A little The last transport of Jews
was
last time. Himmlerlater people were gassed there to
for the
later ordered
crematories in
the destruction
Auschwitz.
of the

I am well aware
that
cremated… Orthodoxthe orthodox opinion is 6 million
Jews were gassed
opinion once
conclusion that
or
the ‘extermination’ held the world is ﬂat… I have
reached the
known that the
tale is a … extremely
chimney from
proﬁtable lie. It’s
the gas chambers
well
of the BNP
at Auchswitz are
fake”

Rock Against
Racism
Anti fascists, mainly
organised around
the Anti
Nazi League, manage
to unite
all sections of
the
in exposing the community
fascism of the
National Front
and stopping
them from marching.
Carnivals
Two successful
carnivals
organised by
Rock against
Racism, sister
organisation
of the ANL, draws
100,000
people using
music to
drive home the
anti
message among fascist
the young.

Lead cosh
Blair Peach
is killed by
the police
at an anti
fascist
march in
Southall.

1979

UCU and NUT statement

Oldham
BNP poll
11 percent
in local
elections
in Oldham.
Binned
First BNP
councillor
loses seat.
Later, Unite
Against
Fascism and
Hope Not Hate
are formed to
stop the BNP.

1994

Love
Music
carnival
Love
Music
Hate
Racism,
successor
to Rock Against
Racism,
hold a carnival
in
Park that attractsVictoria
100,000 people.
BNP win a seat
in
London Assembly.the

2001 2008

Esther Brunstein
Survivor and Witness
(1928- )

Gustav Schiefer
Anti Nazi Trade Unionist
(b. 1876)

Esther Brunstein was born in
Lodz, Poland. When the Nazis
invaded in 1939 she was forced to
wear a yellow star identifying her
as a Jew. In 1940 she had to live
in the Lodz ghetto. In August 1944
she was taken to Auchswitz and
then to Bergen Belsen. Almost
all her family did not survive.
After being liberated
she settled in the
UK. Today she gives
meetings in schools
and elsewhere
recounting her
experiences.

Gustav Schiefer, Munich Chairman
of the German Trade Union
Association, was arrested,
beaten and imprisoned in Dachau
concentration camp. Members
of trade unions and the Social
Democratic Party were targeted by
the Nazis. Later he testified against
the Nazis, “And how decent were
we once more in the year 1945.
Not a hair on the head of
any of these swine was
harmed on behalf of the
Trade Unions. We bore
witness, and still bear
witness today, for
human dignity
and justice.”

SEP. POLAND AND WAR The Nazis
invade Poland. Jews are put into
ghettoes in preparation for the “final
goal.” England and France declare
war. Jews in Germany cannot be on
the streets after 8pm (winter) and
9pm (summer). It is now illegal for
Jews to own radios in Germany.

FiNAL SOLUTiON
Himmler meets Hess, Auschwitz
commandant declaring “The Fuhrer has
ordered the Final solution of the
Jewish question… I have…
chosen Auschwitz for this
purpose.” Later that year
Zyklon B (poison gas) is
used at Auschwitz for the
first time.
NEW GHETTOES, NEW
MASSACRES, NEW CAMPS
New Jewish Ghettoes were
established in occupied
territories e.g. Minsk, Lvov, and
Bialystok in Russia. 3,800 Jews
are murdered in pogrom in at
Kovno, Lithuania. Also, 33,771 Jews
are murdered at Babi Yar in Kiev,
Russia. A new camp is established
in Majdanek in Poland.

OCT. EUTHANASiA All sick and
disabled people are rounded up
extermination by the Nazis in Germany.

NEW SiTE FOR MURDER New camp called
Auschwitz established in Poland. European
Jews are deported to Poland. The Nazis take
over Denmark, Norway, France, Belgium,
Holland, and Luxembourg,

NOv. kRiSTALLNACHT Thousands of Jewish
businesses and synagogues were attacked and
30,000 Jewish men arrested by Nazis. Jews are
later fined 1 billion marks for damages arising
from Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass).
Jews are expelled from non Jewish German
schools.

AUG. MADAGASCAR A plan is proposed to
deport all European Jews to an island near
East Africa, Madagascar. Nazi-occupied
France passes severe measures against its
Jewish populations deporting thousands. The
Nazis begin to seal off Jewish ghettos from
the world e.g. the Krakow ghetto in Poland.

DEC. GORiNG It is decreed that all Jewish
businesses must be aryanised.

Black people
Black Germans (24,000 before 1933 according to
some estimates) were systematically sterilised
and murdered. Captured African American
soldiers said their horrific treatment did not
compare to that meted out to black Germans.

First they came for the
communists, and I did not
speak out—because I was not a
communist;
Then they came for the socialists,
and I did not speak out—because
I was not a socialist;
Then they came for the trade
unionists, and I did not speak
out—because I was not a trade
unionist;

Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out—because
I was not a Jew;
Then they came for me—and
there was no one left to speak out
for me.
Pastor Niemoller,
victim of the Nazis

Political opponents.
Millions of political “undesirables” ranging from
communists, trade unionists, members of the boy
scouts, to pacifists were killed by the Nazis. Any
freedom of expression or difference was crushed
along with elections and other political parties.

DEC. yET MORE CAMPS
The Chelmno camp is opened
in Poland. Jews are gassed in
mobile gas vans. Victims include
5,000 gypsies.

JAN. MECHANiSED GENOCiDE AND A
CONFERENCE
Mass killings of Jews at Auschwitz Birkenau
using gas begin. Leading Nazis at the Wannsee
conference agree the details of the ‘Final
Solution’ i.e. the extermination of all Jews.

STALiNGRAD The Nazis are defeated by the
Russian army at Stalingrad in Russia.

MAR. ANOTHER CAMP
Belzec camp is built with fitted gas chambers.
Slovak and French Jews deported to Auschwitz.

AUSCHWiTz ExPANDED The Nazis open 4 new
gas chambers at Auschwitz. Jews are deported
to the camp from Italy and Austria. It is reported
later that 106 castrations were performed there by
December 1943.

MAy SOBiBOR DEATH CAMP
Fitted with three gas chambers, this camp
would later become the scene of the most
heroic instances of resistance to the Nazis.
The New York Times reported the same
month that as many as 400,000 Jews had been
machine gunned in Nazi-occupied territory.

TREBLiNkA ExTERMiNATiONS CEASE Two hundred Jews
manage to escape Treblinka death camp soon after the
extermination, but 870,000 were killed there.

JUNE yELLOW STARS Jews in a number
of occupied territories forced to wear
a yellow star.
EFFiCiENCy Nazis hold a special
meeting to co-ordinate Jewish deportations.
Later that month, a new gas chamber is opened
at Auschwitz. Sterislisation experiments begin at
Auschwitz the following month.
LEAkS News of the death camps is leaked
to the British and American governments.
Dutch and French Jews are sent to Auschwitz
the same month. Later that year, they will be
joined by German Jews.

JAN. AUSCHWiTz
LiBERATED
The Red Army
liberates Auschwitz
on 27 January, and
Majdanek camp
the previous year.
The Red Army also
liberates Warsaw
and Budapest.
The Allied armies
liberate numerous
death camps like
Buchenwald and
Dachau in defeating
the Nazi war
machine.
APR. HiTLER
kiLLS HiMSELF

FiRST WARNiNGS ABOUT AUSCHWiTz An escapee
from Auschwitz, Rudolf Vrba, gives one of the first
accounts of what has happened there. Jews from
Hungary and Greece deported to Auschwitz. By the end
of June half of Hungary’s Jews were at Auschwitz.

CAMP OPENiNG AND
OPPOSiTiON
A new camp called
Treblinka is opened in
Poland. It has 10 gas
chambers (200 persons
per chamber). At
Sachsenhausen camp,
however, the SS meet
stiff Jewish resistance.
Belzec extermination camp is closed
after killing an estimated 600,000 Jews.
The Nazis try to hide its existence.
Meanwhile, sterilization experiments are
tested on women in Birkenau.

BAD TRADE The Nazis offer to trade Jews for trucks
and other commodities with Western Allies.
HiGHEST DAiLy MURDER RATE EvER RECORDED
9,000 people a day are gassed or burned at AuschwitzBirkenau during the summer. A revolt by some Jewish
inmates leads to the destruction of one the crematories.

MAy GERMANy
SURRENDERS
NOv. NUREMBERG
TRiALS
Some, but not all,
of the people who
were involved in
perpetrating
the Holocaust are put
on trial.

OCT. TRANSPORT The last transport of Jews was to
Auschwitz. A little later people were gassed there for the
last time. Himmler later ordered the destruction of the
crematories in Auschwitz.

APR. HITLER
KILLS HIMSELF

Love Music festival
in Stoke
Love Music Hate
Racism hold music
in Stoke-on-Trent
rally
in the run up to which thousands attend
the European
elections.
June European
elections

BNP wins 2 MEP
seats in European
elections. Antifascists interrupt
press conference a
by BNP leader,
Nick Grifﬁn, in
front
of the Houses
Parliament. The
BBC later invites of
Question Time.
him on

2009

Primo Levi
Chronicler of Holocaust
(1919-1987)
Primo Levi was born in Turin,
Italy. He was sent to Auschwitz
in 1944. Managing to survive
he later penned the poignant
and moving book If this be a
man. He managed to powerfully
portray the moral, physical,
and emotional degradation that
marked life in the death camps.
His work evocatively
describes how the
survivors survived
the camps and how
they reconstituted
themselves
afterwards.
He committed
suicide.

The Disabled
The Nazis exterminated approximately 70,000
disabled people deeming them to be inferior.
After 1939 all children under 3 with Down’s
syndrome, cerebral palsy, or “suspected idiocy”
were targeted for termination.

MAY GERMANY
SURRENDERS
NOV. NUREMBERG
TRIALS
Some, but not
all,
of the people who
were involved
in
perpetrating
the Holocaust
are put
on trial.

on

The policies and positions
the BNP
of the BNP are incompatible
aims of education
race or religion. which strives for the liberation of everywith the ethos and values of teaching.
learner’s potential, irrespective Racism and fascism
In common the mainstream
are the antithesis of the
of age, class, gender, disability,
government to takewithurgent
political parties, NUT
sexual orientation,
action to
and UCU find the policies
to making membership
that racism and fascism
of the BNP utterly unacceptable.
of the BNP ensure
have no place in the classroom
incompatible registration
Both unions find espousal
of BNP policies to bewith
or lecture hall, and to We call on the
a qualified teacher or
incompatible withas membership
give consideration
lecturer,
of our organisations.in line with policy for the police.

First BNP win
British National
Party –
described as
an “openly
Nazi Party” by
a European
committee on
racism – wins
ﬁrst council seat
on Isle of
Dogs, East London.
Marching on the
bunker
60,000 anti-fascists
march
on the BNP headquarters.
40,000 people
march against
the BNP in East
London on a
demonstration
organised by
the TUC. A giant
ANL
is held in Brockwell carnival
Park.

1993

AUG. COMBATiNG
HOMOSExUALiTy
An Office for
Combating
Homosexuality
and Abortions is
established. Soon
after 25% of all Jewish
wealth is taxed.

Born to an Indian father and
American mother in Moscow,
Noor Khan was an outstandingly
brave woman. She escaped from
France after it fell to Hitler’s
armies in 1940. As wartime
British agent she was sent to Nazi
occupied France in 1943. She
was betrayed and sent to
a concentration
camp. She was
tortured and
shot in gruesome
circumstances
but refused to
capitulate.

JAN. AUSCHWITZ
LIBERATED
The Red Army
liberates Auschwitz
on 27 January,
and
Majdanek camp
the previous year.
The Red Army
also
liberates Warsaw
and Budapest.
The Allied armies
liberate numerous
death camps
like
Buchenwald and
Dachau in defeating
the Nazi war
machine.

“

Nick Grifﬁn, leader

DiviSiON OF DEATH
A special division,
SS Death’s-head unit,
guards concentration
camps. By the end
of 1936 thousands of
Jews leave Germany
fleeing relentless
persecution.

POGROMS, PRONOUNCEMENTS, PARiS.
2,000 Jews are killed in a pogrom in Romania.
During the same year Himmler visits
Auschwitz and orders its expansion. The Nazis
invade Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and Greece.
Thousands of Jews are arrested in Paris.
JUNE NAziS iNvADE THE SOviET UNiON
In the course of the war the Nazis let 5 million
soviet prisoners die of starvation. The Nazis
unleashed a wave of genocide against the
millions of Jews living in the Soviet Union.

JULy EviAN 32 countries meet in Evian, France
to consider the plight of Jews escaping Hitler. No
country accepts them.

UN Genocide Convention, 1948

ToTal deaThs: 400,000

ToTal deaThs:
8,000+ esTimaTed

JUNE BUSiNESS Jewish businesses must register
with special ministry.

as such.”

Noor khan
Courageous Fighter
(1914-1944)

Roma and Gypsies
The “Parajamos” or the devouring led to the
extermination of approximately 200,000 Gypsies
and Romas by the Nazis. Gypsy and Roma people
were sterilised, experimented on, and used as
forced labour in a number of death camps.

RESiSTANCE
Jews mount serious resistance in the Warsaw
ghetto. This comes at a time when the
Nazis send Gypsies to extermination camps.

MAR. CzECHOSLOvAkiA TAkEN OvER
The Nazis take Czechoslovakia.
Following this, the Slovaks pass the
equivalent of the Nuremberg laws in
Germany (see 1935).

APR. REGiSTER Jews are forced to register all
wealth and holdings. Later in the year Jews over 15
are forced to apply for identity cards. Jews can no
longer practice medicine.

JULy STERiLiSATiON People with “genetic defects” are forcibly
sterilised. Four months later beggars, the homeless, alcoholics
and the unemployed are sent to concentration camps.

Genocide is “the intentional
destruction, in whole or in
part, of a national, ethnic,
racial or religious group,

Anne Frank
Diarist (1929-1945)
Born in Frankfurt-am-Maim in
Germany, Anne Frank’s family
went to Holland to escape Nazi
persecution of Jews. Given a diary
for her 13th birthday she began
to chronicle her forced hiding for
2 years. She was arrested and
taken to Auschwitz where she
died. Fortunately, her diary was
saved. In it she wrote, “It’s
really a wonder that
I haven’t dropped
all my ideals
because they
seem so absurd
and impossible…
Yet, I keep
them, in spite of
everything.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses
Due to their religious beliefs, Jehovah’s Witnesses
refused to swear allegiance to the Nazi regime.
Approximately 2,000 were killed for refusing to
renounce their faith.

JAN. SPEEDy
DEPORTATiON AND
THREATS The deportation
of Jews increases. The
following month Jews must
give their gold and silver to
the state.

MAR. TAkE OvER The Nazis seize Austria.
Adolf Eichmann later establishes an office for Jewish
immigration in Vienna. Jews lose the right
to property; employment; the right to enter parks.

MAR. OPPONENTS PUT AWAy
Thousands of Jews, church people, homosexuals, and
communists are sent to the growing Dachau concentration camp.

Cambodia

Rwanda

Murderous reprisals
Darfur (Sudan), 2003-

Born in London and taken
to Holland as a child, Leon
Greenman was arrested after
the Nazis invaded. He was
subjected to experimentation
and beatings at Auschwitz. His
wife and son were gassed. He
spoke of his experiences to
successive generations in the UK,
publishing a book,
Leon Greenman,
Auschwitz survivor
98288. He later
said, “Whatever
some historians
say, it happened.
And it could
happen again.”

GROUPS viCTiMiSED By THE NAziS

JAN. CHANCELLOR
Hitler becomes Chancellor
of Germany.
FEB. NO MORE TRADE
UNiONS The property
of communists and
pacifists is confiscated.
Independent trade union
buildings are attacked and
trade unions banned two months later.

90% of Polish Jews were killed in the Holocaust.

Memorial Day website.

g

Ethnic cleansin
Bosnia, 1995

Leon Greenman
Witness to a new
generation (1910-2008)

Simone Veil was interned in
a Nazi concentration camp
during the Second World War
because of her Jewish heritage.
After being liberated she
later became a lawyer and a
French government minister.
Her life story, her courage
and determination in
overcoming the
early setbacks in
life have made an
inspiring symbol
in France and
internationally.

Homosexuals
Within days of taking power Hitler attacked
the German gay population closing down gay
organisations. An estimated 10,000-15,000
gay people died in the concentration camps.

in 6 death camps alone – Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor,
Belzab, Majdanek, and Auschwitz.

widespread massacres.

Simone veil
Holocaust survivor and
politician (1927- )
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June Olympia rally
The BUF tries to hold a giant
rally in Olympia. It is disrupted
by hundreds of anti fascists
who are beaten up my Mosley’s
black shirts

Thanks also to The Imperial War Museum.
Special thanks to special people: Peggy, Aphra,
Brontyrre, and Herschell.
Thanks also to Matt Waddup, Chris Nicholas,
Sharon Russell at the University College Union.
This poster is dedicated to the memory of the
Warsaw Ghetto survivor, Marek Edelman

British fascist
Oswald Mosley, aristocrat and former
MP for both the Tory and Labour
parties, establishes the British Union
of Fascists.

1932

1934

“

The battle of Cable Street
Mosley announces a march through the
poorest part of London, the East End,
where he hopes to build a base. He is
met by 100,000 anti fascists and can’t
pass Cable Street. The police call off the
march. The fascists never recover.

September Follow up rally
The BUF try to have a rally in
Hyde Park. Again thousands of
anti fascists stop the rally from
taking place.

The sheer presence of the ANL had made
it impossible to get NF members on the
streets, had dashed recruitment and cut
away at their vote”

43 Group
After the Second
World War the
43 group (Jewish
ex-servicemen and
anti fascists) smash
BUF rallies as it tries
to regroup itself in the
early post war years.
New front
A former
member
of the BUF
establishes
the National
Front

1936

“

Martin Webster, one of the leaders of the National Front

1945

1967

National Front grows
A speech denouncing non white
immigration in 1968 by a mainstream
politician Enoch Powell, and the
hysteria around immigration, gives
the National Front a mass audience.
They beat the Liberals into fourth
place in 33 seats in the Greater
London Council elections.
Lewisham
The National Front tries to march
through an area with a high black
and Asian presence. They are met by
thousands of anti fascists and, like
the BUF in the 1930s, are forced to
call off the march.

1977

I am well aware that the orthodox opinion is 6 million Jews were gassed or
cremated… Orthodox opinion once held the world is flat… I have reached the
conclusion that the ‘extermination’ tale is a … extremely profitable lie. It’s well
known that the chimney from the gas chambers at Auchswitz are fake”
Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP

Rock Against Racism
Anti fascists, mainly
organised around the Anti
Nazi League, manage to unite
all sections of the community
in exposing the fascism of the
National Front and stopping
them from marching.
Carnivals
Two successful carnivals
organised by Rock against
Racism, sister organisation
of the ANL, draws 100,000
people using music to
drive home the anti fascist
message among the young.

Lead cosh
Blair Peach
is killed by
the police
at an anti
fascist
march in
Southall.

1979

UCU and NUT statement on the BNP

The policies and positions of the BNP are incompatible with the ethos and
of teaching. Racism and fascism are the antithesis of the
aims of education which strives for the liberation of every learner’s potential,values
irrespective of age, class, gender, disability, sexual orientation,
race or religion.
In common with the mainstream political parties, NUT and UCU the policies of the BNP utterly unacceptable. We call on the
government to take urgent action to ensure that racism and fascism have nofindplace
in the classroom or lecture hall, and to give consideration
to making membership of the BNP incompatible with registration as a qualified
or lecturer, in line with policy for the police.
Both unions find espousal of BNP policies to be incompatible with membershipteacher
of our organisations.

First BNP win
British National Party –
described as an “openly
Nazi Party” by a European
committee on racism – wins
first council seat on Isle of
Dogs, East London.
Marching on the bunker
60,000 anti-fascists march
on the BNP headquarters.
40,000 people march against
the BNP in East London on a
demonstration organised by
the TUC. A giant ANL carnival
is held in Brockwell Park.

1993

Oldham
BNP poll
11 percent
in local
elections
in Oldham.
Binned
First BNP
councillor
loses seat.
Later, Unite
Against
Fascism and
Hope Not Hate
are formed to
stop the BNP.

1994

Love
Music
carnival
Love
Music
The Good
The Bad
& The Queen
Hate
Babyshambles
Racism,
successor
to Rock Against Racism,
hold a carnival in Victoria
Park that attracts
100,000 people.
Hard-Fi

Rock Against Racism
ft very special guests

Allstars

Jerry Dammers
(ex-The Specials)

Roll Deep
ft Tinchy Stryder

& Jammer

Cape.Fly
Jay Sean Get Cape.Wear

BNP win a seat in the
London Assembly.

2001 2008

Love Music festival in Stoke
Love Music Hate Racism hold music rally
in Stoke-on-Trent which thousands attend
in the run up to the European elections.
June European
elections
BNP wins 2 MEP
seats in European
elections. Antifascists interrupt a
press conference
by BNP leader,
Nick Griffin, in front
of the Houses of
Parliament. The BBC later invites him on
Question Time.

2009

Also see the
UCU Genocide
and Holocaust
memorial
wallcharts

OLIVE MORRIS
(1952 - 1979)

Part of the
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Olive Morris played an important role in the FIGHT AGAINST
RACIAL INJUSTICE in the late 1970s in the UK. She was cofounder of the Organisation of Women of African and Asian
Descent in London and support groups in Manchester.
Although she died young at 29, she is considered
instrumental in SHAPING THE SUCCESSFUL STRUGGLES
against injustice in the 1980s.
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DR MAE C JEMISON
(b.1956-)
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Part of the

In 1992 Dr Mae Jemison became the FIRST BLACK WOMAN
TO TRAVEL TO SPACE on the space shuttle Endeavour. She
has received many major awards throughout her life and is a
PROFESSOR AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY.
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Mae is also
featured
on the UCU
International
Women’s Day
wallchart

SANITE BÉLAIR
(1781 - 1802)
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A LIEUTENANT IN TOUSSAINT L’OUVERTURE’S ARMY in Haiti
that defeated all the European armies of the day, and LEADER
OF THE ONLY SUCCESSFUL SLAVE REVOLT IN HUMAN HISTORY,
Sanité Bélair stands out in history. She played A LEADING ROLE
IN THE STRUGGLE THAT ENDED ATLANTIC SLAVERY and is
commemorated on Haitian currency today.
Part of the

How the

Caribbean Intellectuals

Caribbean
freed itself

1777

BLACK
HISTORY
365 SERIES

Mary Prince was the first
published black woman. Born in
Bermuda, her book The History of
Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave ,
illustrated the full horror of what
it was to be a female enslaved
African in the Caribbean.

1845

JJ Thomas
(c.1850)
Writer on
Emancipation
Thomas was born the son of a
free slave. Proficient in a number
of languages he later became a
schoolmaster in spite of the strong
prejudice against dark skinned black
people. JJ Thomas consistently
opposed the idea that people of
African descent were inferior and
wrote a number of pamphlets
attacking the racism of his time.
Unfortunately he died before he could
finish his book on emancipation.

1869

1887

Philip Douglin
(1845-1902)
Intellectual Pioneer

Sylvester Williams
(1869-1911)
Pan African Pioneer

In his varied life Philip Douglin
qualified for Holy Orders in the
Anglican Church. Born in Barbados
he went to West Africa as a
missionary. Douglin was one of
the first thinkers to draw attention
to the psychological damage done
to black people by the Atlantic
slave trade. He settled in Trinidad
in 1887 and participated in the
Pan African movement until died
in 1902.

Born in Trinidad, Sylvester
Williams help to organise the first
Pan African congress in London
in 1900.The Pan African movment
would have a massive impact on
both the emancipation of Africa
and the West Indies. During
speaking tours of Trinidad he was
one of the first thinkers to show
how the struggle for emancipation
in the United States, Africa, and
West Indies could aid each other.

1901

Marcus Mosiah Garvey
(1887-1940)
Father of West Indian
Nationalism
Marcus Garvey is a hero to many
across the world. Born in Jamaica,
he spent most of his life in America
and the UK. His achievement
was to bring black consciousness
and help foster a sense of self
worth amongst black people with
his international organisation
the United Negro Improvement
association. His influence reaches
from Rastafarianism to Malcolm X
and beyond.

1902

CLR James
(1901-1989)
Literary Giant
Born in Trinidad James was a
committed activist and Marxist.
He worked alongside other giants
like George Padmore and Eric
Williams. He played a central role
in struggles in both the Americas
and in Africa. His masterpiece,
The Black Jacobins , enriched the
Caribbean intellectual tradition
giving it greater self confidence.

1911

George Padmore
(1902-1959)
Father of Pan African
Independence

0

15

thE tainoS
Probably originated in North Eastern
South America. They had a complex
agricultural system. Divisions based
on village and regions shaped their
civilisation. They lived in Cuba, Jamaica,
the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and Hispaniola.

thE caribS
Thought to have come from South America
some 2,000 years prior to Columbus. They
called themselves the Kalina. They lived on
the Windward islands, Guadeloupe, and
some smaller islands.

1492-1501 columbuS landS
Christopher Columbus, a profiteer/explorer,
sights, lands on, or tries to establish a Spanish
colony on most of the Islands in the West Indies.

map of thE caribbEan 1400’S
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1655 kill a king thEn
SEizE thE world
The British seize Jamaica from the
Spanish using its highly effective
New Model Army that had recently
defeated and executed the King of
England, Charles I.

trEaty of haVana and trEaty of Spain
A little later under these treaties, Havana goes back to Spain and
Britain gains control of Dominica.

1672 SlaVEry lEgaliSEd

BRITISH CARIBBEAN
DANISH CARIBBEAN
FRENCH CARIBBEAN

6,000,000

Four years later, Charles I puts the Earl
of Carlisle in charge of Dominica but
the local Caribs revolt.

18

Revered in Guyana today,
Cuffy led a slave revolt in
Berbice in 1763. He killed himself
when the revolt failed rather than
be caught.

Cespedes, Carlos Manuel de
(1819-1873)
El Padre de la Patria

1834 SlaVEry aboliShEd acroSS thE
britiSh EmpirE
An apprenticeship has to be served by formerly
enslaved Africans. The Plantation owners received
£20m in compensation. The freed received nothing.

Freedom fighter

A Creole landowner who raised the flag of rebellion
against the Spanish in the West Indies starting a
long war. He freed all the enslaved Africans on
his plantation and was committed to abolition
thereafter. He was murdered by the Spanish.

Sam Sharpe (d.1832)

Fearless Freedom fighter

Sam Sharpe (pictured on the $50 note, right) led
the slave revolt that helped give slavery in the
British Empire it’s final deathblow. He led a revolt
in December 1831 for which he was executed. This
uprising help accelerate moves towards the abolition
act a few years later (see timeline above).

a yEar latEr…
Slavery abolished in Cuba.
Spain withdraws from the
Dominican republic.

1838 arriVal of indEnturEd labour
Indians are moved to the British Caribbean as
indentured labourers (they worked for five years
on plantations in exchange for wages and passage
fares). Indentured labourers experienced terrible
conditions as they had little rights.

indEnturEd labour to thE
wEst InDIEs 1838-1917

1787 an intErESting Story

thrEE yEarS latEr…
Slavery is abolished in Puerto Rico (1873).
Just over a decade later slavery is abolished in
Brazil (1888).

EUROPE
3,000

The interesting narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
(pictured, right), or Gustavas Vassa published (see below).

36,000

SOUTHERN CHINA

500,000

bussa (d.1816)

Bussa led the so called Easter
Rebellion that lasted 3 days leading
to the slaughter of 500 to 1,000
enslaved Africans. The uprising led
to the passing of laws that improved
the lives of enslaved Africans.

Led the bloodiest revolt of enslaved
Africans in Grenanda. The rebellion
began in 1795 being influenced by
events in Haiti. Fedon led an army of
7,000 enslaved Africans and nearly
200 whites and freeing people of
colour. The rebellion was crushed
but it cost three million pounds and
demoralised the slavers.

thE spAnIsh CoLony 1498 - 1797
St Joseph
31st July 1498
Columbus sighted and named
Trinidad on his third voyage

1569
1592
1569
1637

LA TRINIDAD

Indigenous peoples
Ignerian Arawaks
IERE - the homeland

16th century
Spanish neglect

1781 Sugar
SupEr
profitS

French transform Tobago
into a sugar colony after
seizing it.

17th/18th century
Spanish misgovernment

1797 britain
takES oVEr

Ponce de Leon
Antonio de Berrio
Raleigh captured De Berrio
Dutch burned St Jospeh

1498 trinidad and tobago
arE namEd
Columbus arrives in Trinidad. Names island after 3
peaks he sees on the south Eastern section of the
island. He names Tobago after a form of local tobacco
found there.

Trinidad becomes a
British colony. Later Spain
formally gives up Trinidad
(see treaty of Amiens
above). France would
later give Tobago to the
British too.

1805 dirEct
action
abolitioniStS

Enslaved Africans in Carenge
plan a well organised revolt
against their masters. The
uprising is brutally put down
but illustrates not only that
enslaved Africans wish to be
free but also they are willing to
fight for it.

1630
dutch
SEizurE

Tobago taken over
by the Dutch.

1814 tobago
bEcomES a
britiSh colony
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(see Freedom Fighters, left).

1962 maJority
of caribbEan
iSlandS gain
indEpEndEncE

below: West Indies Regiment WW2

MAp of thE CARIbbEAn 2016

of Maria the Slave and Daaga images,
Paul Peart-Smith.
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americas/country_profiles/1209827.stm;
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This poster is dedicated to my wonderful
family - Peggy, Aphra, Brontyrre & Lysander

Left to right: Toussaint L’Ouverture, Dessalines and Granville Sharp

1919 champion captain
1838 back to
africa

Mandingoes petition Lord
Baron Glenelg for assistance
in going back to Africa.
Illustrating once again the idea
that enslaved Africans enjoyed
their servile status was untrue.

1845 indEnturEd
labour
brought in
Labourers from India arrive in
Trinidad.

Captain Arthur Cipriani, the champion of the “barefoot
masses,” took over the leadership of the Trinidad
Workingmen’s Association when he returned from World
War 1. He led the struggle for self-government and the
formation of the West Indies federation and was responsible
for the beginning of many social programs such as old-age
pension, a minimum wage and an end to the nominated
system of government.

1937 thE firSt StEp

Tubal Uriah Butler, champion of the working men, led the
striking Oilfield workers strike to obtain better conditions
of the working people. The strike spread throughout the
country and aided the demands of the agricultural workers.
He formed the British Empire Workers and Home Rule Party
and emerged as a major political leader from 1937-1956.

1945 VotES all round

Universal Suffrage established on the island.

1834 SlaVEry

1837 upriSing
lEd by daaga

Harsh living conditions and the beginning
of the rejection of the British Empire leads
to an outbreak of riots in Barbados;
a general strike in Trinidad (see below)
and Jamaica.

Author/Creative Director: Gaverne Bennett
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Designer: Sarah Edwards

12 years later Jean Baptiste
Philippe publishes The Free
Mulatto , a landmark work.

Slavery abolished (see main
timeline above).
William Hardin Burnley
(1780-1850), the biggest
slave owner in Trinidad,
personally benefits the
most from the spoils of
slavery.

a yEar latEr a numbEr
of african StatES win
indEpEndEncE

1937-38 StrikES and riotS
acroSS thE caribbEan
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1956 thE firSt StEp
1532
SpaniSh
takEoVEr
Trinidad becomes a
Spanish colony.

50

1959 fidEl caStro takES powEr
in cuba

Caribbean soldiers play an important role in
the war. As many as 14,000 soldiers served in
the West Indies Regiment.

1,200 soldiers served in the Caribbean
regiment; 5,500 West Indians served in the
RAF as ground crew; and huge quantities
of food were transported to the UK from
the Caribbean to maintain the war effort
against the Nazis.

150,000

Timeline of Trinidad & Tobago
Other leaders
of revolts
by Enslaved
Africans

19

1914-1918 world war onE

1939-45 world war two

INDIA
WEST AFRICA

36,000

This movement to oppose slavery in the West Indies “invents” the political poster,
the consumer boycott, the petition, the flyer, the political book tour, and investigative
reporting designed to move the reader to act. Leading characters included
Olaudah Equiano, Thomas Clarkson, Granville Sharp, and William Wilberforce.

Enslaved Africans begin the only successful slave revolt in the history of the
Caribbean. Enslaved Africans free themselves and break the back of slavery
under outstanding leadership (see Toussaint L’Ouverture below). The first black
republic in the new world is established under the leadership of Dessalines.

00

MADEIRA

France relinquishes claims to St Lucia and Grenada
to Britain.

SociEty for thE abolition of thE SlaVE
tradE EStabliShEd in britain

fedon (d.1796)

nanny (c.1734)

19
1865 EnSlaVEd
africanS
EmancipatEd in
thE unitEd StatES
The same year there is
an uprising in Jamaica,
Morant Bay Rebellion that
is brutally suppressed.

trEaty of VErSaillES

Cuffy (d.1763)
Rebellion leader

50

1791 thE EnSlaVEd africanS bEgin haitian rEVolution…

Caribbean Freedom fighters

Nanny was the feared leader of the Maroon
community in Jamaica. She and others managed
to force a British general to sign a peace
treaty in 1739 establishing the autonomy of
the escaped enslaved Africans in the Maroon
community.

BRAZIL

3,000,000
1,500,000
500,000

1562 John hawkinS lEadS firSt
EngliSh SlaVE ExpEdition

toussaint L’ouverture

Daaga led one of the biggest revolts of enslaved
Africans in Trinidad. In June 1837 he led 280
enslaved Africans in an attempt to challenge
their slave system. His plan was to return to
Guinea in Africa.

DUTCH CARIBBEAN

4,500,000

Twelve years later, the Black code
(pictured below) is passed in
France governing relations between
enslaved Africans and their owners.

St VincEnt and grEnadinES
bEcomE britiSh poSSESSionS
1518 SpaniSh and portuguESE
import firSt EnSlaVEd
africanS

Toussaint L’Ouverture was the leader of the only successful slave revolt in
the Caribbean. With an army of formerly enslaved Africans he defeated the
greatest armies of the day including the forces of the French, the English, and
the Spanish when they tried to reimpose slavery.

Daaga (pictured left) (d.1837)
Enslaved African uprising leader

00

The British slave trade is abolished in Parliament.
However, slave traders find ways to get around the law.

1780 EmpEror Sugar
Sugar and slavery are linked in the Caribbean.
Sugar plantations required coerced labour
but were able to return huge profits. More
slaves were needed to fulfil the rigorous
demands of sugar production. This fuelled the
Atlantic slave trade which helped build the
international trade system with its complex
web of insurance and credit.

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
SPANISH AMERICA

Hawkins seizes enslaved Africans from
the West Coast of Africa. Later, Britain
would become one of the biggest players
in the Atlantic Slave Trade which led to
the enforced transportation of 13 million
enslaved Africans, the largest enforced
migration in history.

(1743-1803) Great Emancipator

18

1807 abolition of thE SlaVE tradE act

Enslaved Africans in Jamaica called Maroons defeat the British Army.
They force the British to sign a peace treaty which stipulates they
would return any enslaved Africans who tried to join them.

Royal African company is granted
a charter to carry slaves to the
Americas. Three years later there is
an uprising of enslaved Africans in
Barbados.

1627 domination, rEVolt,
and rEVolution

1942

Walter Rodney
(1942-1980)
Theorist of
Underdevelopment
Born in Grenada, Walter Rodney
(pictured below) was a political
activist who died in Guyana.
His greatest contribution to
the West Indian intellectual
tradition was his book How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa .
This work influenced many of
the struggles in the 1970s and
is considered a masterpiece.

Claudia Jones
1915-1964
Mother of the
Carnival
Claudia Jones (pictured below
right) was born in modern day
Trinidad. Her short life saw her
involved in the civil rights struggle
in the United States alongside
Martin Luther King, establish the
largest carnival in Europe (Notting
Hill, London), and establish the
first black newspaper in the UK,
the West Indian Gazette. She is
buried alongside Karl Marx in
Highgate cemetery.

00

1739 maroon Victory

1623 St kittS bEcomES thE
firSt EngliSh colony
The annexing of St Kitts signals the
beginning of British domination of
much of the Caribbean. Many Islands
changed hands in the Caribbean as
European colonisers from France,
England, and Spain and elsewhere
fought for control of the Caribbean.

1915

Eric Williams
(1911- )
Politician and
Polemicist

George Padmore (pictured below) Eric Williams was the first prime
minister of newly independent
helped form the International
Trinidad (see Trinidad timeline
African Service Bureau in 1937,
below). He led his party
later known as the Pan African
to victory many times. His
Federation. He helped organise
most important intellectual
the successful 5th Pan African
contribution was Capitalism
Federation conference in 1945
that brought together a significant and Slavery. This pathbreaking
book shows the centrality of the
number of future African
Atlantic slave trade in building
leaders. CLR James referred to
the modern world.
him as the father of Pan African
emancipation.

Slavery was abolished in 1834 after which colonialism came into existence. Many freedom fighters
challenged colonialism. They included Philip Douglin, Paul Bogle, Sylvester Williams, Marcus Garvey,
George Padmore, Norman Manley, Grantley Adams, C.L.R. James and Eric Williams. Most countries in
the English-Speaking Caribbean gained their independence by 1965. There is more work to do. In the
words of Nelson Mandela: “I can rest for only a moment, for with freedom come responsibilities and I
dare not linger, for my long walk is not ended.” Dr Selwyn Cudjoe
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guanahatabEy
Little is known about the Guanahatabey
except they were hunter and gatherers.
They didn’t practice warfare living in small
groups. They lived in modern day Cuba.
It is possible they came from Florida.

Trinidad poster 594x420 120416.indd 1

1800’s

Mary Prince
(1788-1813)
Abolitionist & Author

The first Africans were taken to Spanish America in 1502. Sugar cultivation and gold mining drove
Europeans to enslave Africans in the Caribbean. Between 1580 and 1802 England established her
presence in the West Indies and settled in St. Kitts, Barbados, Nevis, Montserrat, Antigua, Jamaica,
Grenada, Dominica, St. Vincent, Tobago, Trinidad and Guyana. Between 1638 and 1837 there were
17 slave revolts, the most famous being the Haitian Revolution.

Timeline of
Emancipation

1788

Maria Jones
(c.1777)
Born in West Africa Maria Jones
book Maria Jones: her history in
Africa and in the West Indies may
be one of the first narratives by
African woman. Her work had
an important influence on later
Trinidad intellectual development.

From Emancipation to Independence

1889 trinidad
and tobago
combinEd to
bEcomE onE
big colony

Eric Williams (pictured below) forms the People’s National
Movement. Three years later when Britain granted Trinidad
self government status he would become Prime Minister.

1962 final
StEp

Trinidad and Tobago gain
full independence from
Britain with Williams as
Prime Minster.

Facts & figures about
Trinidad today
POPULATION:

1.4 million

CAPITAL:

port of Spain

MAJOR LANGUAGE: EngliSh
PRIME MINISTER: dr kEith rowlEy
FIRST FEMALE PRIME
MINIsTEr 2010-15: KAMLA pERsADbiSSESSar

Dr Keith Rowley
Trinidad & Tobago
Prime Minister
2015 Dr Keith Rowley was
elected Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago in
September 2015.
Born in Mason Hall, Dr
Rowley attended Bishops
High School, Tobago
where he won the Sylvan
Bowles Scholarship.
Thereafter he attended
the University of the West Indies (UWI) where he
received a double first.
After leaving UWI he joined the People’s National
Movement becoming the leader of the party.
He attributed his victory at the 2015 election to
the enthusiasm of young people and their social
media skills. Many people complimented his
“fearlessness in prosecuting an agenda that called
for a different approach to politics.”

16/04/2016 20:35

PHYLLIS AKUA
OPOKU-GYIMAH
(b. Nov 1974)
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Phyll Opoku-Gyimah, AKA Lady Phyll, HELPED FOUND
BLACK PRIDE in the UK, which “promotes unity and cooperation among all Black people of African, Asian,
Caribbean, Middle Eastern and Latin American descent, as
well as their friends and families, who identify as Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual or Transgender.” She is a LEADING TRADE UNIONIST.
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WANGARI
MUTA MAATHAI
(1940-2011)
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Wangarĩ Maathai was a LEADING ENVIRONMENTALIST, who
founded the green belt movement to plant trees. A leading scholar
in her field, she was the FIRST AFRICAN WOMAN TO WIN THE
NOBEL PRIZE blazing a trail for other leaders in the fight against
the global emergency in the Global South.

@autumn.peltier 15-yearold Indigenous water warrior
and Chief Water Commisioner
for Anishinabek Nation

@aoc see below,
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

@naturalistdara Dara McAnulty
- Irish teen environmentalist & author
of Diary of a Young Naturalist
@NamugerwaLeah
Leah Namugerwa Advocate for climate
justice in Uganda

@gretathunberg
see below
@fridaysforfuture
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“The Covid-19 pandemic is a reminder that our existence on Earth is fragile,”
said Dr Karen O’Neill, from Rutgers University. “....degraded environments
and pollution make us more likely to encounter novel viruses...”
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There are a lot of similarities between the climate crisis and the
coronavirus crisis. In both cases, there has been a refusal to listen to
scientists, to the academic community, or to the wider communities of
people who are most affected.
If we want to create a better world emerging from the lockdown, the
Trade Union movement must sit at the heart of implementing a Green
New Deal founded on social justice and workers’ rights.
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Decarbonising the economy
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (1989-) is a US

Democratic Party Congresswoman for New York
14: the Bronx & Queens. She introduced her first
piece of legislation, the Green New Deal in 2019.
Her plans call for implementing the “social cost
of carbon” to address climate change, and in the
process, create jobs and boost the economy.

and climate campaigner helped set up the Green
New Deal Group in 2008 putting forward new,
greener plans.

Green New Deal

A Green New Deal, agreed between the state and representatives of
workers, can ensure a sustainable and viable 21st century economy based
on ﬁve principles:

for
e

Almost 75% of new electricity
capacity was renewable

Caroline Lucas (1960-) the Green Party MP

In Spain, coal miner’s unions agreed a landmark settlement with the
Spanish government whereby the communities where economically
inefficient mines had been earmarked for closure were invested in. This
is to ensure that work needed to make the mines safe, went to former
miners; infrastructure investment is made to those communities; and
new jobs in the sustainable energy sectors were created.

ac

CALL TO ACTION: It is time to
organise and fight for a green
future - today. Set up an action
group. Audit your workplace.
Bargain for a Green New Deal.
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UCU move Climate Stoppage
motion to TUC Annual Congress
in support of school strikers. On
20 September workers join school
climate strikers for solidarity action

& To
T m Rivett-Carnac

an

UCU launches its Green
New Deal claim for Colleges and Universities
with SOS-UK

2019

Christiana Figueres
C
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2020 & beyond

Extinction Rebellion push the
issue of climate catastrophe
to the centre of political
debate through non violent
civil disobedience actions

a great title.
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Executive Secretary of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change in 2010, six
months after the failed COP15 in Copenhagen.
Subsequently, she worked to rebuild the global
climate change negotiating process.
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Christiana Figueres (1956-) was appointed
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Reduction of social and
economic inequality

Creation of millions of new,
well-paid, meaningful,
secure green jobs

Build a resilient society
prepared for climate change,
protective of the vulnerable
Protect and restore vital habitats
and securing a safe and healthy
environment for all
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activist known for her criticism of capitalism.
She encouraged Trade Union and Occupy
movements to join forces, saying the financial
crisis and the climate crisis have the same root unrestrained corporate greed.

On 30 November, the first day of
the COP, a “Climate Strike” was
organised in over 100 countries;
over 50,000 people participated
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Peterson, Greener Jobs Alliance; and

Naomi Klein (1970-) is a writer and social
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is facing an existential crisis because of global
warming, and holds the current generation of
adults responsible for creating the problem. She
has led a series of school strikes that have been
hugely influential in raising the profile of the issue.
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Greta Thunberg (2003-) believes humanity
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scientific understanding to launch the Green Belt
Movement in Kenya, that linked environmental
conservation and women’s rights. The Movement
has so far planted 51 million plus trees, and
trained 30,000 women.
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Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) used her
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UN Conference
of the Parties
(COP) in Paris established the goal
of limiting global warming to 1.5°C

ap

and Director of Tyndall Manchester. They
produce world-class agenda-setting research on
energy systems, carbon budgets and pathways.

Implementation of the
Kyoto Protocol. Russia and
USA don’t sign
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proposing the Gaia hypothesis, seeing the Earth
as a self-regulating system.

Carly McLachlan (1982-) a UCU member,
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James Lovelock (1919-) is best known for
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illustrations: Lily Daniels.

be

(1768-1830) is generally credited with the
discovery of the greenhouse effect.
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Swedish chemist Svante Arrhenius
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2002
This year marks the start of
the ten hottest years in the
UK on record

calculates that if CO levels were
halved, global temperatures could
decrease by about 5°C

Sarah Edwards
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The so-called Greenhouse Effect
analogy stuck. Later Irish scientist
John Tyndall explores the idea further

Director:

m
fa

r on record

US

1997
Kyoto Protocol contained the first
binding emission reduction targets
to cut emissions by 5% by 2012.
However, no targets were set for
developing countries like China,
who continued to
increase their
emissions

UK Climate Change
Act – The UK was the
first country to set
legally binding targets
for reductions in greenhouse gas emissions
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Revolution – the burning of coal
powers the industrialisation of
the UK
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1988 United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) established
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A decree was passed in England
prohibiting
ohibiting the burning of sea
coal because
of pollution
concerns

World Earth Day was
first celebrated on April
22nd 1970
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Just Transition is a social justice term that advocates that workers,
the socially disadvantaged, and communities do not suffer adverse
consequences from policies to deal with climate change. Putting people
at the heart of climate policy is essential to how we manage the move
to a low-carbon future.
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1970

Geochemist Charles Keeling
outlines ways to record
CO2 levels
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1958

After the last glacial retreat the
Holocene epoch started. This is
the period when the climate has
been relatively stable
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Dr. Jo Grady, UCU General Secretary

c10,000
years ago
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The Lucas Alternative Corporate Plan represented first attempts by the
trade union movement to develop a plan that went beyond defending the
existing production model. lucasplan.org.uk/story-of-the-lucas-plan/
The Vestas dispute in 2009, was one of the first coalitions of unions
and environmental activists to support workers at a wind turbine
production facility on the Isle of Wight facing closure.

UCU has been developing policy and building alliances to address climate change
for over 10 years. We have created a huge network of green reps and pushed tertiary
education employers and pension funds to divest from fossil fuels and other environmentally
damaging industries. Radical action on the climate is needed now – not just to secure a future for
the entire planet but to win justice for people in the global south whose lives are already drastically
affected by climate change. Our 2020 wall chart presents a snapshot of climate activism and the
solidarity we will need to build across borders to achieve climate justice. THIS is the future we choose.

2n

Part of the

University and College Union (UCU) provides training and resources for
reps and members on climate change. We have an established network of
Green Reps. For further information contact environment@ucu.org.uk or
via www.ucu.org.uk/environment
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) campaigns at a global
level on behalf of its 207 million members www.ituc-csi.org/environment

Read, listen
and enjoy, but
most of all take
action to build
a green future
today...
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(1946-2003) was an environmental
campaigner for the British Society for Social
Responsibility in Science (BSSRS). He helped set
up a new grassroots safety magazine, Hazards
Bulletin, created as unions for the first time were
given legal rights to participate in workplace safety.

Sharan Burrow

(1954-) is the General Secretary of
the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
and a former President of the Australian Council
of Trade Unions. The ITUC’s first woman General
Secretary, she has established action on climate
change as a key part of the organisation’s strategy.

Discover even moredownload the podcast:

www.ucu.org.uk/
environment

Artemisa Xakriabá - Indigenous
teen stopping destruction across
the Amazon

Ron Finley:
a guerilla gardener
TED Talk

@israhirsi - 17yo Environmental Activist and founder of US
Youth Climate Strike

Working-Class
Environmentalism by Karen Bell

@fortuashla Fatima-Zahra
Ibrahim - Somali Climate
Change Activist
@xiyebastida 18yo Indigenous
Climate Justice Activist
@Joe_UKSCN 17yo Joe Brindle,
Teach The Future Campaign Coordinator

The Future WE Choose
by Christiana Figueres and
Tom Rivett-Carnac
One million climate jobs
pamphlet, now in its 3rd edition,
supported by the UCU
Join: local climate action groups
Look out for: Lord Bird’s Future
Generations Bill #todayfortomorrow

Wangarĩ is also
featured on the
UCU Climate
Change wallchart
‘The Future WE
Choose’

LADY

DOREEN LAWRENCE
(b.1952)

Fighter justice
for

Part of the

Mother to murdered teenager Stephen Lawrence,
Doreen Lawrence, along with her family and the trade
union movement, TENACIOUSLY FOUGHT TO BRING HER
SON’S KILLERS TO JUSTICE. She stands as a symbol of
RELENTLESSNESS IN THE FACE OF INJUSTICE and the
FIGHT AGAINST RACIST MURDER & POLICE BRUTALITY.
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CLAUDIA JONES
(1915-1964)
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Part of the

Claudia Jones is one of the moving spirits BEHIND THE
NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL in its earlier stages. A DEDICATED
FIGHTER AGAINST INJUSTICE all her life, her conception of
this stretched to the arts; hence her idea of USING MUSIC TO
BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER. She was also A JOURNALIST AND
POLITICAL ACTIVIST, who founded the West Indian Gazette.
BLACK
HISTORY
365 SERIES

BERNARD COARD
(b.1945)

Educa pioneer
tion
Bernard Coard WROTE THE SEMINAL BOOK ‘How the West
Indian Child is made educationally sub normal’ directly
taking on the legacy of Galton in education which deemed
people of African descent to be unintelligent. Coard’s work is
part of the book, ‘Tell Like It Is’ that continues the struggle to
ERADICATE RACIAL EDUCATIONAL INEQUALITY.
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1972

and
Between 1953
82%
rose by
public expenditure

total
expenditure
82%. Educational
by 242.9%.
have
more graduates
” than those
“excellent health
with no qualifications.
NEETs who
– long term
within 10 years.
could be dead

Part of the

70%
15%

85%

Between 1995 to 2004
private expenditure in
education
has grown by 85% –
public
expenditure by 6%.
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students trebled

Between 1950 and 1980
student
numbers trebled; 20
new
universities & 30 polytechnics
established.

£28 billion

– contribution by previous
& current further education
students to the economy.

18% - estimated cost
of underachievement.

Fact

uc u

uc u

1972 InFluentIal report Russell Report
puts forward recommendations in adult
literacy and numeracy, ESOL, family learning,
and adult access to higher education –
laying the basis for present day FE. Technical
colleges start to become FE colleges.

Fact 5

uc u

please go to www.ucu.org.uk

Fact 6

uc u

campaigns : Defend
jobs, Defend educatio
n;
Stamp out casual contracts;
Save E S O L ; Campaigning
Alliance for Lifelong
Learning.

or telephone

open For all Open University established,
giving working people a better chance to
gain qualifications.

£158,000

The average
wage of a university
boss
£158,000, a 25% increase is
on
their 2003 pay packet.

1952 more lecturers
The number of university
lecturers rises by
124 percent compared
to 1938-39.

£59 billion

– estimated annual
value
UK universities to economy.of

a short hIstory oF the ucu
a short hIstory oF Fe/he

1904 Important assocIatIon
Association of Teachers in
Technical Institutes (ATTI) formed
by teachers in London.
under pressure Competition from
other industrial nations leads to more
British universities receiving state aid.

1910 prIvate FInance
InItIatIve Businesses
begin to finance research
at universities.

1920 post world war peak University
student numbers now rise to 48,452.
The number of women in higher education
doubles.

1931 FIrst
collectIve actIon
ATTI lobbies
government against
a 20% pay cut. It
rejects strike action.
Its members have to
accept a 10% pay cut.

1959 recognItIon
The AUT selects its first
General Secretary. It
starts to play a bigger
role in negotiating
members’ conditions
with employers.
1939–1945 world war two Total War
demands Total Education. The Army Bureau of
Current Affairs pushes forward adult education.
During bombings lessons are delivered in the
London Underground.

1919 aut Founded
The Association of University Teachers is founded.

agItate, educate, organIse!
Workers Education Associations
and Mechanics Institutes providing
education grow with the union
movement. Adult education is a
central demand. Later workers would receive a union
card on completing their apprenticeship.

1914–18 world
war one
War depletes teacher
numbers and class
sizes for all unions.
learnIng the lesson?
The government pledges
to support adult learning
after the war.

1944 Butler educatIon act The Labour
movement’s demands are realised as the school
leaving age is raised to 16. Further education is
more accessible. This Act gives statutory backing
for further and technical colleges.

1909 early FormatIon
Some professors band
together for better
conditions, laying the
basis for the Association of
University Teachers (AUT).

1910

1920

the roBBIns report The Robbins report
calls for an increase in Higher education
provision. Guidelines for a massive expansion
of Further Education are laid down leading
to colleges of Advanced Technology being
given university status.

1945 memBershIp grows
Expansion in education means an
increase in both AUT’s and ATTI’s
memberships, from around 2,000 in
1939 to 4,500 in 1951. The ATTI later
experiences massive growth up to
41,000 members in 1973–4.

1928
Backlash
agaInst
expansIon Some
politicians and public
figures condemn
educational
expansion.

1950

1940

1930

2000

aut general secretaries:
Professor F Raleigh
natFhe general
Batt; Professor
secretaries: Tom
Driver; Stan Broadbridge; R Douglas Laurie; Lord Chorley;
Dr K.Urwin; Laurie
Peter Dawson; Geoff
Sapper; Diana Warwick;
Woolf; John Akker;
David Triesman;
Paul Mackney

Sally Hunt

1992 vIctory over
redundancy
Lambeth College lecturers
win strike forcing council not
to make redundancies, close
courses or increase fees.

1985
woman
presIdent
NATFHE’s
first woman
president is
elected, Nan
Whitbread.

1996 strIkIng together
First ever college strike by
all Higher Education unions.
1994 hIgher aImIng
All Higher Education unions
band together in Aiming Higher
campaign for better resources.
presIdentIal FIrst
First black president,
Doreen Cameron,
elected (NATFHE).

1997 new laBour
government elected
All education unions unite
to oppose tuition fees being
imposed on university students.
Government aims to reduce the
number of NEETS (teenagers Not in
Education, Employment or Training).
The government announces student
tuition fees.

1970
unIon
status
The AUT
officially
becomes a
trade union.

1975 two FIrsts
The first national
agreement of
condition of
service is agreed,
and Joan Hooker
becomes the first
woman elected to
the ATTI executive.
1973 oIl crIsIs and
major recessIon
Faced with the first
economic crisis since
the 1930s, governments
seek to cut education to
save money.

1969 halF century
Fiftieth anniversary of
the AUT. Its membership
stands at 16,500.

1960
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and
This poster
those who is dedicated to
education fought for free all
in the past
those fighting
and
against
cuts and
educationfor free
today.

1992–3 all change
FE Colleges (and prison

education) no longer under local
authority control. Polytechnics transform
into “new universities” with funding in
line with the “older” universities.

1986 assessment The
Tories introduce the Research
Assessment Exercise to judge
university research; in 2008
this cost £45 million.

1970

to defend
Education unions join together
2000 together Higher
a 3% pay offer.
their conditions and reject
on the first
290 colleges come out
2001 Important strIke
over ten years.
national strike in FE for
is the first openly
presIdent Gerard Kelly
FIrst out gay natFhe
gay president of any union.
The AUT goes
2004 aut takes actIon
cutting pay.
on strike over new structures in after
give
The employers’ association
25 days of strike action.

AUT and
2006 amalgamatIon
1 June.
NATFHE amalgamate on
NATFHE merge
2007 merger AUT and
and College Union (UCU).
to become the University
a 2 day strike.
gets a 3.2% pay rise after
2008 pay rIse The FE sector
UCU branches successfully
agaInst prIvatIsatIon
Brooks and Essex.
ucu takes leadIng role
Met, Goldsmiths, Oxford
resist privatisations at Manchester
UCU
derecognises the local
Nottingham University
2009 nottIngham vIctory to back down after the UCU leads a fight back.
forced
branch. The university is
of an indefinite strike against
out vIctory After 4 weeks
education cuts.
tower hamlets all
lecturers succeed in stopping
education cuts Tower Hamlet
For all Into the
the FIght For Free educatIon
of record applications for
2010 2010 ucu contInues
calls for more staff in face
21st century The UCU
Hunt says,
General secretary, Sally
will
University places. UCU
a generation… who…
“The government is abandoning teaching staff.”
sacked
be on the dole alongside
– 21st FIrst century
organIse, agItate, educate of cuts at Leeds University,
style With the announcement
in Further and Higher Education
Kings College, and elsewhere
action to
to occupations and strike
a spirit of resistance leads
fight for free
centuries old trade union
defend education. The
continues under new conditions.
everyone
for
education

2005

1983 new merger
Association of Teachers in Penal
Establishments joins NATFHE.
Followed by the Association for
Adult and Continuing Education
the following year.

1974 pay rIses & equalIty
The Houghton committee
recommends a 26% pay
rise for teachers.
1968 guIlFord struggle
After a sit-in at Guilford
University, 7 lecturers and
33 part timers are fired. It
takes until 1971 to win their
reinstatement.

1964 memBers FIrst
ATTI seeks national agreement
on conditions of service, making
“protecting and promoting the
interests of members” its first priority.

1922 growth
ATTI now organises 33% of
all technical teachers and
appoints its first full time
secretary, opening its first
rented office a year later.

whIskey money Local councils given the power to
raise funds for technical instruction from local taxation
and custom and excise funds.
1905 grant
dIstrIButIon
A permanent
advisory body is
established to give
universities a grant.

1976 natFhe Born
ATTI forms part of the
new union National
Association of Teachers
in Further and Higher
Education (NATFHE), with
a membership covering
85% of teachers in
colleges and polytechnics
and growing beyond
70,000. NATFHE and the
AUT jointly hold massive
Stop the Cuts march.

unIversIty Funded The University Grants Committee
becomes responsible for government funding.

new laBour movement
demands educatIon An Adult
Education movement develops
around the emerging Labour Party.
The National League of Colleges
and the Plebs League are founded
to fight for workers’ right to learn.

1900

uneven expansIon The continuing
growth of social sciences to go with the
“traditional” engineering, technology, and
construction courses sees full time teacher
numbers hit 61,000 by 1974.

1955 hq
The AUT buys its
first headquarters.

020 7756 2500.

Key Profession.
The History
Teachers
The Crisis , Harold Perkins. of the Association
Years The
of University
Teachers
history of
The Association
Changing from 1969 to 1983
of University
, Geoffrey
Educating Lives…NATFHE
Stuttard.
100
for
Further and the Future, The years on, centenary
Association
Higher Education,
paper.
Universities
of Colleges
John F Mann
Further and in a Neo Liberal
for
and social adult education:World, Alex Callinicos.
climate,
responding
Pressure
UCU publication.
to a new
point
economic
education – What the future
, Education
Guardian,holds for further
www.ucu.org.uk.
9 June 2009.
www.wikipedia.co.uk
www.niace.org.uk
www.dcsf.gov.uk

1991 executIve seats
NATFHE reserves 3 seats for
black members on its NEC.

1979 thatcher elected
Anti trade union laws are
passed to weaken resistance to
attacks on working conditions.

Fact 2

The
3
is the largest
The union’s headquarters
post school union in the
is Sally Hunt is
world in Camden,
with 120,000 members
London.
the General Secretary
in academic/academic
of
, a post she has
ally
related fields.
held since June 2007
.
Fact 4

Elected by
members, The
The National Executive
equality unit
divided into four sections is
Committee conducts uni
on
– age & disability; gender;
business between congresses.
race and religion or beli
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexualef;
or
Transgender.

For further information

1981 sIlver
BargaInIng
National Joint Council
created. Silver Book
gives lecturers a 30
hour week, 14 weeks
holidays.
research and
development The UK’s
spending on Research and
development is ahead
of most industrialised
countries. By 1999 it
would be lagging behind
Germany, France, the US,
and Japan.

1980

1987 educatIon reForm BIll
Tory government transfers
29 English Polytechnics and 28
Higher Education Institutes out of
local authority control. Lecturers
become employees of their
institutions from 1989.

1988 FallIng wages
The average academic
falls from 2.1 times the
average manual wage
in 1966 to 1.54.

1995 colleges say no
50 colleges strike
against new FE contracts
that worsen working
conditions.
a new servIce? The
Education Lecturing
Services is set up offering
part time lecturers’
services piecemeal.
In 1997, attempts to
impose the ELS on
staff at Southwark
College provoke
NATFHE’s longest
strike.

1990

provision of education in
is created to oversee the
councIl Is set up LSC
2001 learnIng skIlls
year olds.
different areas for 16–19
Matters green paper
produces the Every Child
a Positive
matters The government
and Achievement, Making
2003 every learner
– Being Healthy, Safe, Enjoyment
England with the aim of
focusing on five core areas
for life are introduced in
Being. lIFeskIlls Skills
Contribution, and Well
and numeracy.
old and new
improving adult literacy
Education is agreed covering
salary scale across Higher
staff. However, only
2004 sIngle scale A single
make up 40% of academic
representatIon Women
universities. unequal
of department are women.
to GCSEs
15% of Professors and heads
agenda there are changes
the 14-19 year education
2005 key changes Under
and A levels.
percent fewer applications
of top up fees leads to four
on average per class
2006 top up eFFect Introduction
From teaching nine students
of full
to University. BIgger classes21 students. payIng theIr way The number
teach
by 54% compared to 1996.
University lecturers now
support themselves increases
time students paying to
One in ten work full time.
accepts green paper
leavIng age The government
2007 rIsIng school
education to 18.
proposal to extend compulsory
After seven years the Research
is “world2008 unIversIty success
17% of university research
assessment exercise shows
excellent”. This achievement
and the
leading” and 37% “internationally
cuts to university funding
of
background
a
is against
of degrees.
questioning of the quality
LSC to be scrapped in April
2009 quango scrapped
for
made responsible again
2010 and local authorities up to the age of 19. BuIldIng
students
builds for 79
crIsIs LSC-approved new
the credit crunch.
FE colleges stall due to
been spent on
£215 million has already
written off.
projects and millions are
2010 educatIon, educatIon,plans
electIons… The government
Education.
£950 million cuts in Higher
contInues In
the work oF the gIants
by the trade
the 21st century Struggles put higher
have
union/labour movement
of ordinary people.
education within reach
century is to stop cut
The task now for the 21st
Higher Education out of
backs moving Further and
the reach of mass of people.

2000

1999 one day actIon
AUT members strike for
improved pay and against
casualisation and pay
discrimination for
women.

2010

