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The origin of IWD is rooted in the struggle 
of working class women to form trade 
unions and the fi ght for women’s franchise. 
It’s a day to celebrate achievements of 
women and to honour the contributions 
of women in all fi elds - social, economic, 
cultural and political - and to acknowledge 
the challenges they continue to face.

Today we acknowledge that IWD gives us an 
opportunity to draw attention to our continued 
struggles for women’s rights, to ensure we link 

this with an intersectional lens to women’s struggles, at home, worldwide, 
and to demonstrate international sisterly solidarity with women everywhere. 
However, the socialist feminist origins of IWD should never be forgotten.

Jo Grady, General Secretary of the University and College Union

International Women’s Day, revived by women’s liberation in the 1970s, has 
acquired new meanings in the 21st Century. Women around the world have 
suffered from poverty, lack of access to resources, environmental disaster 
and war as well as sexual violence and gender inequality. New movements 
have emerged which have begun to extend and redefi ne the scope of 
emancipation. Women internationally are moving. This is their day.

Sheila Rowbotham, socialist-feminist historian
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