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Government changes

The new Gordon Brown administration announced a major shake up of the government departments responsible for education and training. The old DfES has been split into two: the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) under Ed Balls and the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS) under John Denham. 

Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills

Higher Education

In the university sector, all elements of higher education teaching and research are now under one roof. This is because responsibility for science funding, including the budget of the seven research councils, has transferred from the old DTI into the DIUS. However, the science budget remains ‘ring-fenced’ and the dual support system for research funding has been retained. In addition, a new Government Office for Science, headed by the government chief scientific adviser Sir David King, has been created. 

Further Education  

In the FE sector, sponsorship of FE as a whole, its post-19 funding and the sponsorship and funding of apprenticeships and work-based training providers will all sit with DIUS. Funding for school sixth forms, sixth form colleges and the contribution of FE colleges to 14-19 will transfer from the LSC to local authorities’ ring-fenced education budgets expected in the academic year 2010-11. In the three full academic years between now and then, the LSC will retain the legal responsibility for securing and funding all forms of post-16 education and training outside higher education. There appears to be a lack of clarity and detail on how the 14-19 agenda will be taken forward between the two new departments and we will be presenting our views to both new secretaries of state.

Ministerial responsibilities

Ministerial responsibilities in DIUS are as follows:

The Rt Hon John Denham: 
Secretary Of State For Innovation, Universities And Skills

Overall responsibility for the department.

Bill Rammell: 
Minister of State for Lifelong Learning, Further and Higher Education

Responsible for:

· further education strategy and implementation 
· skills strategy and implementation, including Leitch delivery 

· the Learning and Skills Council 

· standards and performance in further education and skills, including the Quality Improvement Agency 

· higher education strategy and implementation, including widening participation and part-time learners 
· employer engagement in higher education 
· the Higher Education Funding Council for England 

· student finance policy 
· liaison between further and higher education 
· international relations and the Joint International Unit, including the prime minister’s initiative on overseas HE students 

· liaison with the Department for Children, Schools and Families 

· liaison with the Department for Work and Pensions

Ian Pearson: 
Minister of State for Science and Innovation

Responsible for:

· business and science 
· the Research Base 

· The Research Councils 

· innovation 
· the Technology Strategy Board 

· British National Space Centre 

· National Weights and Measures Laboratory 

· the Design Council 

· the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts, liaising with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

· liaison with the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 

· Energy Technologies Institute 

· Commission for Environmental Markets and Economic Performance

David Lammy:
 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Skills

Responsible for:

· the Commission for Employment and Skills 

· Sector Skills Councils and employer relations 

· The Train to Gain programme 

· National Skills Academies 

· apprenticeships 

· offender learning and skills 
· skills competitions, World Skills, and links to the Olympics 

· Investors in People UK 

· Ufi learndirect 

· Industry Training Boards 

· union learning, including union learning representatives and unionlearn 

· Leitch implementation plan 

· diversity aspects of skills.
Lord Triesman: 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Intellectual Property and Quality

Lords Minister for the whole department and responsible for:

· the Student Loans Company (and Customer First programme) 

· the student loan debt sale 
· endowments and voluntary giving for higher education 
· quality assurance of Higher Education 

· UK Intellectual Property Office 

· students as ‘customers’ 
· scenario building across DIUS 

· dDepartmental efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability.
Department for Children, Schools and Families

The junior ministerial responsibilities are as follows:

Jim Knight
Minister of State for Schools and Learners 

Responsible for:

· raising school standards including public examinations and national tests

· the national curriculum

· 14-19 education and diplomas

· school funding and capital including Building Schools for the Future
· school workforce issues.
Beverley Hughes
Minister of State for Children, Young People and Families

Responsible for:

· Leading the cross-government agenda for children’s well-being, safety, protection and care

· family policy including parenting support

· teenage pregnancy strategy

· youth justice

· Sure Start, childcare and early education

· the Every Child Matters agenda

· extended schools.

Kevin Brennan
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children, Young People and Families   

Responsible for:

· safeguarding of vulnerable children and the new vetting and barring System

· children in care

· fostering and adoption.
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