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Report on Save Teacher Training lobby
Lobby of Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 27 January at 1.00pm

UCU Scotland organised this lobby at the Scottish Parliament over the cuts in the teacher education budget. In the draft budget the funds for teacher education have been cut from £30 to £22 million to reduce the number of new teachers entering the profession.  

During the lobby representatives of UCU met Michael Russell MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education.
Lobby

The lobby which was held outside the Scottish Parliament was attended by over a hundred of demonstrators and attracted support of several MSPs.
Staff from the nearby Moray House, the education department at the University of Edinburgh, made up the largest proportion of UCU members at the lobby along with representatives of other education departments. Also in attendance were members showing solidarity for their teacher education colleagues. The attendance was boosted by student representatives from across Scotland.
The demonstration was colourful with many banners and noisy, forcing the Parliament to shut windows. Many MSPs commented that the demonstration was one of the few organised recent times and one of the most well attended for many years. With Claire Baker MSP, the Labour higher education spokesperson stating on Twitter: ‘good turnout at UCU lobby outside Scot Parl on teacher training and education cuts.’

MSPs were handed a briefing on the proposed cuts in teacher education of over a thousand students. They were also given the staff prospective by UCU member Linda Croxford as well as speaking to staff and student demonstrators.
Opposition MSPs commented that growth in teacher numbers under the previous coalition government had been sustainable but also that school funding for local authorities was ring fenced. They stated that the lack of employment opportunities for new teachers had been caused by increase in student teacher numbers to meet class pledges and Council’s decreasing funding for teachers. This double whammy has led to an increase in new teachers at a time when posts have diminished.
Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary

Michael Russell MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education agreed to meet representatives of UCU during the lobby. Gordon Watson UCU Scotland Vice-President, Mary Senior UCU Scottish Official and Terry Wrigley a member in teacher education at Edinburgh put the case against the cuts. The Minister understood the UCU position but stated that he need to cut student teacher numbers to avoid new teachers ending up unemployed. However, he hoped to find other funding to reduce the cut in funds for teacher education departments
Motion 

Robin Harper, Scottish Green Party MSP and former rector of Edinburgh and Aberdeen Universities supported the lobby and offered to submit a motion. With input from UCU the motion was submitted on the day of the lobby and members are asked to encourage MSPs to sign it. The motion in full and the signatures of MSPs can be found from the link below:
S3M-05625 Robin Harper: Reductions in Teacher Training Staff.

The motion has already attracted ten supporters mainly from the Labour Party but UCU is keen to gather cross party support.
Rally
Following the lobby a rally was held Moray House School of Education which was chaired by Gordon Watson Vice-President UCU Scotland and speakers included:

· Mary Senior (UCU Scottish Official)

· Liam Burns President NUS Scotland

· Terry Wrigley, Edinburgh UCU
Speakers emphasised the importance of sustainable planning for teacher numbers and condemned the slash in student numbers following on from equally sudden large increases. This made workforce planning untenable when student numbers are not known until the budget bill is passed, weeks before funding allocations are announced and months into the student application process.

Liam Burns stated increased funding was required for both student support and institutions to ensure students could afford to attend well funded universities. 
Those present welcomed the demonstration and called for further events to fight cuts in higher education.  
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