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Dear colleague,

As a professional working in adult and community education you can make a difference to people’s lives. You should be valued for your commitment and have a well-rewarded career. However, with funding cuts and job insecurity, you need support at work and a collective voice.

Join the University and College Union (UCU) online today: https://join.ucu.org.uk 

If you join UCU, you will be taking a big step toward greater peace of mind at work:

· with over 120,000 members we are the largest post-secondary education union in the world 

· every day, our trained representatives and legal advisers work to resolve hundreds of individual problems at work 

· we are an active, campaigning union, arguing the case for adult and community education with government, fighting to protect our members’ jobs, opposing insecure contracts and striving to improve working life in our sector

· we can help you in your career. UCU offers free CPD courses in a range of areas and we also provide free downloadable guides See more at: https://cpd.web.ucu.org.uk 

UCU believes that open access to high quality adult education, delivered by professionals, is an integral part of a healthy, vibrant and economically sustainable society. Adult and community education continues to face cuts to its funding and in some areas its provision has already disappeared, with potentially wide reaching consequences. This vital service must not only be protected but developed for the future.     
Our manifesto (https://www.ucu.org.uk?mediaid=13225) sets out the need for a properly funded national strategy recognising the essential and unique role of ACE and the professionalism and expertise of staff in the sector.  

Here at [insert institution] we are currently campaigning about [insert local issues].
The more members we have, the stronger our voice. So I’d urge you to join us today.

It doesn’t matter whether you’re at the start of your career or you've just not got around to joining us. Join us today and you will be more secure at work. Every new member strengthens our collective ability to not only defend provision but to put the case for increased investment into adult and community education.

Yours sincerely
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